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T  O  T  H  E 

P  U  B  L  I  C. 

N  account  of  the  inflammatory  dif- 
putes  in  the  papers,  and  places  of 
public  refort,  as  well  as  among  friends  in 
private  families,  whether  the  wound 
Mr.  Clarke  received  at  Brentford,  was 
the  mediate  or  immediate  caufe  of  his 
death;  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  thefe  altercations,  to  fatisfy  the 
reafonable  enquirer,  and  remove  afper- 
fions  that  have  been  caft  on  the  late  com¬ 
mittee  of  furgeons  as  well  as  on  Mr.  Foot 
and  myfelf.  This  narrative  fupported 
by  the  evidence  of  fadts,  is  with  all  de¬ 
ference  and  tendernefs  fubmitted  to  gene¬ 
ral  confideration,  with  hopes  that  in  the 
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judgment  of  the  impartial  difcerning 
public,  a  plain  detail  of  circumftances 
undifguifed  by  any  fallacious  reprefenta- 
tion  may  contribute  to  compofe  thofe 
animofities,  and  determine  the  point  in 
queftion. 

To  crimes  of  murder,  when  clearly 
proved,  no  royal  favour  fhould  be  ever 
extended ;  but  in  difputable  cafes  huma¬ 
nity  demands  compaiEon,  and  when 
evidence  does  not  come  up  to  certainty 
of  guilt,  innocence  groaning  in  chains 
fliould  be  inftantly  unfettered. 

There  are  tnany  reafons,  befides  my 
duty  to  my  king  and  country,  that  have 
obliged  me  in  this  cafe  to  take  up  the 
pen.  God 'forbid  that  the  juftice  of  our 
laws  Ihould  not  be  impartally  adminifter- 
ed :  that  the  guilty  ihould  not  fuffer  the 

puniih- 
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punllhment  due  to  their  crimes,  or  the 
innocent  not  be  honourably  acquitted. 
Amongft  thefe  is  a  regard  to  my  own  cha¬ 
racter,  and  a  defire  to  vindicate  it  from 
the  molt  malignant  abufes  that  without 
any  provocation  have  been  cafi;  upon  me  ; 
not  without  threats  of  taking  away  m’y 
livelyhood,  together  with  my  good  name, 
and  of  injuring  me  in  my  profeflTion  of  a 
furgeon.  This  florm  of  malice  hath  been 
raifed  againfi:  me  on  occafion  of  a'  para¬ 
graph,  which  about  the  fecond  of  Marcli 
was  inferted  in  the  Ledger,  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purport : 

The  late  enquiry  made  by  the  mailer, 
wardens,  &c.  of  furgeons  ;  whether 
the  blow  Mr.  Clarke  received  at  Brent'- 
ford  was  the  caufe  of  his  death,  arofe 
at  firfi;  by  accident,  viz.  A  furgeon,  not 
far  from  Temple  Bar,  who  has  long 
been  revered  for  his  great  abilities,  hav- 

A  3  ing 
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ing  an  appointment  at  St,  Paul’s  coffee- 
houfe^  accidentally  took  up  the  feilions 
paper, — after  paufing  fome  time,  he 
'called  to  the  mailer,  and  obferved  to 
him,  that,  by  the  furgeon’s  account 
narrated  therein,  it  appeared  abfurd  to 
think  that  the  prifoners  killed  Clarke. 
Mr.  F— r— m— r,  a  furgeon,  coming  up, 
he  was  told  the  fame  ;  next  day  coun- 
cellor  — s  of  the  temple,  on  a  vifit  to 
Mr,  I — g— m,  furgeon,  the  difeourfe 
turned  on  this  fubjedl  and  the  improba- 
bility  of  the  convidls  being  guilty, 
which  by  anatomical  deferiptions  were 
made  fo  evident  to  the  councellor,  that 
he  acquainted  fome  of  the  judges  with 
the  fentiments  of  Mr.  I — g — m,  and 
told  his  name :  with  this  the  E —  of 
R — d  w^as  made  acquainted,  and  then 
it  was  thought  neceffary  to  have  a  com- 
mittce  of  furgeons  on  the  fiibjedl  or 
caufeof  his  death,” 
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My  reafons  for  fo  thinking  at  the  coffee- 
hoiife  and  at  that  time  lhall  be  delivered 
and  explained  hereafter,  and  fubmitted  to 
every  perfon. 

But  firfl,  in  order  that  gentlemen  not 
converfant  in  chirurgical  operations,  may 
form  a  diftindt  knowledge  of  the  confe-’ 
quences  of  wounds,  I  prefume  it  may  be 
pertinent  to  conhder  them  under  four  ge¬ 
neral  heads : 

Firld,  Some  wounds  induce  immediate 
death,  as  thofe  of  the  heart,  capital  veflels, 
or  arteries,  &c. 

Secondly,  Wounds  tho’  not  mortal,  be¬ 
come  fo  in  time,  either  by  negledt,  or  ob- 
flinacy,  or  careleffnefs,  and  fometimes  by 
unfkilful  applications. 

Thirdly,  Wounds  in  themfelves  appa¬ 
rently  mortal,  by  the  furgeon's  ilcill  are 

A  4  prc- 
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prevented,  and  life  faved  ;  as  in  fraftures 
of  the  head,  in  fome  gun-lhot  wounds, 
divifions  of  arteries  in  the  fore  arm,  leg, 
and  the  like  parts. 

/ 

Fourthly,  Contufions  on  the  head,  with 
or  without  a  wound,  at  firft  may  produce 
no  bad  fymptoms,  yet  in  procefs  of  time, 
that  life  is  loll  by  negledf,  which  by  care 
might  have  been  faved. 

Before  I  examine  the  depofitlon  of  Mr, 
Foot,  it  feems  requifite  to  produce  the  de- 
ceafed’s  aunt’s  account  of  this  affair  (Mrs, 
Talbot,  who  lives  at  the  White  Hart  in 
Welbeck-Street)  with  that  of  others  in 
the  neighbourhood,  who  communicated 
the  fame  to  the  author  and'  a  gentleman 
voluntarily,  tho’  ftrangers  to  them, 

Mr.  Clarke  not  coming  home  to  dinner 
on-Thurfday  the  ‘8th  of  December,  the 
day  of  the  election  at  Brentford,  Ihe  (his 

aunt) 
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aunt)  was  very  uncafy.  A  neighbour  llaid 
wnth  her  that  evening,  but  about  ten 
o'clock  fhe  alfo  was  uneafy  and  went 
home,  conjecturing  he  was  gone  to  Brent¬ 
ford,  and  that  fome  mifchief  had  poffibly 
befallen  him. 

-  The  next  morning  fhe  went  to  Mrs. 
Talbot’s,  and  found  her  in  the  bar  drefs- 
ing  Clarke’s  head  with  Fryer’s  balfam. 
They  both  fay  the  wound  was  like  the 
fcratch  of  a  pin,  and  no  larger.  The 
neighbour  told  Clarke,  that  it  would  be 
well  to  get  fomebody  to^  look  at  it,  for 
fhe  thought  it  in  a  bad  part  of  his  head 
(the  top).  To  this  Clarke  faid,  it  was 
only  a  fcratch,  and  that  fhe  had  a  mind 
to  frighten  his  aunt. 

^  i 

Some  time  after  his  head  was  drefl  he 

went  out  to  his  mafter,  Mr.  H - n,  an 

attorney  in  Lincolns-inn  Fields — alfo  on 

Satur- 


/ 


t 

JO.  An  Inquiky  into  the  Causes 

Saturday  he  was  at  his  mailer’s  all  day^ 
and  at  night  came  home,  and  made  no 
complaints. — On  Sunday  Mrs.  Talbot  left 
him  very  well,  went  to  church,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  facrament. — On  her  return  fhe 
found  her  nephew  very  ill,  and  vomiting 
with  a  fever  :  on  her  afking  Clarke  what 
ailed  him,  he  replied,  ^  the  eggs  I  eat 
were  very  bad  and  flale,  they  made  me 
fick  and  vomit.’  (He  was  very  fond  of 
eggs,  and  frequently  eat  them  for  fupper). 

1  I  ■ 

Growing  worfe,  his  aunt  would  have 
him  go  to  bed  ;  he  anfwered.  No  ;  and 
faid,  he  would  take  care  of  the  bar,  if  his 
aunt  would  go  to  church  again. 

Early  in  the  evening  he  went  to  bed 
very  ill,  was  blooded  foon  after.  His 
vomiting,  which  was  twice  or  three  times, 
ceafed  on  calling  up  fome  of  the  eggs. 


On 


Of  the  late  Mr,  Cl  ar  ke’j  Death,  1 1 

On  A^onday  morning,  and  not  before, 
Mr. Starling,  apothecary  in  Princefs-Street, 
Hanover-Square,  was  fent  for.  His  aunt 
and  friends  told  him,  that  Clarke  had 
puked  twice  or  three  times,  on  the  Sun¬ 
day  about  noon,  and  once  in  the  evening  ; 
that  he  had  been  bled  ;  and  alfo  that  his 
head  had  been  broken  at  Brentford. 

Air.  Starling  looking  upon  vomiting  in 
a  broken  head  as  a  bad  fymptom,  and  I  ■ 
think  wdthout  then  feeing  the  w^ound,  de- 
fired  a  furgeon  might  be  fent  for  to  exa¬ 
mine  it.  At  firft  neither  Clarke  or  his 
aunt  did  readily  agree,  thinking  there  was 
no  occahon  ;  but  Mr.  Starling  preffing 
the  neceffity,  the  day  following,  being 
I'uefday,  Mr.  Bromfield  vifited  Clark,  he 
ordered  a  clyfter  and  an  oily  opening  mix¬ 
ture  ;  but  did  not  examine  the  w^ound, 
his  hair  being  platted  by  the  balfam. 


In 
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In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  Mr, 
Bromfield  fent  his  fon  to  let  him  know, 
that  his  hair  fhoiild  be  cut  off,  and  his 
head  lhaved  before  he  could  fee  the 
wound,,  and  then  he  would  examine  it, 
Mr.  Clarke  told  his  aunt  that  there  was 
no  occafion,  and  entreated  it  might  not 
be  done,  and  further,  that  he  would  do 
or  take  any  thing,  except  having  his  hair 
cut  off;  in  a  word,  it  was  agreed  not  to 
cut  off  his  hair. 

On  .Wednefday  morning  between  two 
and  three  Mr.  Clarke  died,  and  about  fi;x 
Mr.  Bromfield  was  acquainted  with  his 
death,  to  prevent  his  vifi ting' him. 

•  '1. 

>  Mr.  Starling  further  fays,  that  from  the 
time  he  faw  him  to  his  death  he  did  not 
vomit ;  that  he  took  his  cafe  to  bea  vio¬ 
lent  inflammatory  fever,  and  I  think  his 
oath  before  the  coroner  was,  that  he  could 


not 
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not  fay  that  the  wound  was  the  caufe  of 
Clarke’s  death. — This  aifertion  poffibly 
was  a  reafon  why  Mr.  Starling  was  not 
fubpocned  to  attend  the  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey. 

Mr.  H - ,  his  mader  was  fubpoened^, 

and  attended  the  feiTions  from  about  nine 
in  the  morning  till  the  trial  was  over  at 
night,  but  was  not  called  on  to  give  evi¬ 
dence. — Very  likely  Mr.  H -  might 

have  told  the  court,  that  Clarke  coming  to 
his  buiinefs  on  Friday  morning,  and  being 
afked  how  he  came  to  abfent  himfelf  the 
day  before,  and  go  to  Brentford,  denied 
his  being  there,  and  on  being  told  he  had 
his  head  broke  at  Brentford,  denied  that 
likewife,  and  faid-he  had  a  fmall  fcratch 
on  his  head,  which  he  got  at  or  near  the 
turnpike  at  Hyde-park  corner,  in^  feeing 
the  people  go  to  Bi'entford. 


On 
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On  Saturday  Clarke  was  at  his  maker’s 
all  day  and  until  the  evening ;  he  was 
chiefly  employed  in  forting  papers  on  the 
floor,  a  bufinefs  almofi:  too  much  for  a 
common  head-ach^much  more  fo  foravio- 
lent  broken  head. 

And  now  I  proceed  with  due  refpedt, 
to  take  a  view  of  Mr.  Foot’s  depofition 
concerning  the  wound  of  w-hich  Clarke  is 
faid  to  have  died,  as  it  hands  in  the  fef- 
flons  paper,  page  83.  viz, 

•  kS  -■ 

.  He  found  the  hair  of  his  head  full 

of  fand - — a  contufed  wound  on  the 

crown  of  his  head  ;  he  examined  it  wdth 
his  probe ,  railed  the  fcalp  four  inches 
round,  and  found  the  fcalp  much  inflamed 
. — then  removed  the  pericranium  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  fculi,  to  know  whether  there 
was  eitheir  fradzure  or  iiflure,  and  to  be 
more  circumfped:,  he  raifed  the  fcalp  on 

the 
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the  oppofite  iide,  to  fee  whether  there 
was  a  contra  /radture  or  contra  fiffure,  but 


*  Which  is  the  oppofite  fide  to  a  wound  on  the 
crown  of  the  head? 

A  contra  fraihlure  can  never  happen,  unlefs  the 
futures  wdfich  join  the  bones  of  the  head  are  obli¬ 
terated,  and  the  fix  proper  bones  which  form  the 
cafe  or  box  to  contain  the  brain,  are  united  and  be¬ 
come  one. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  a  contra  fracture 
was  ever  met  with,  It  mull;  in  general  be  produced 
by  a  fcroke  given  on  one  fide  of  the  head,  and  the 
perfon’s  infiantly  falling  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
againfi:  any  hard  or  bluni  body,  as  tlie  edge  of  a 
wall,  table,  and  the  like,  by  which  two  blows  are 
-received  as  it  were  in  almoff  the  fame  fpace  of 
time.  -  ’  , 

As  to  a  contra  filTure  it  never  can  happen  unlefs 
under  the  above  defcribed  circumflances* 

N,  B.  The  election  at  Brentford  was  Thurfday 
the  8th  of  December,  1768,  Clarke  died  on  Wed- 
nefday,  between  two  and  three  in  the  morning 
of  the  14th,  Mr.  Foot  never  vifited  Clarke  tili 
the  day  after  his  death,  the  i_Jth. 


As 
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finding  neither  he  raifed  the  fcalp  round 
the  whole  head,  and  then  could  not  dif- 
cover  either  fradture  or  filTure  in  or  about 
the  head.’’ 

•a  » 

As  thefe  fearches  were  not  fufficient  to 
trace  the  caufe  of  death  nor  give  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  jury,  he  proceeded  to  examine 
the  iniide  of  the  fcull  and  brain,  by  open¬ 
ing  the  head  in  the  ufualway  ;  then  ex¬ 
amined  the  dura-mater  or  the  firft  cover¬ 
ing  under  the  fcull,  afterwards  the  firil 
covering  of  the  brain,  and  then  the,  brain 
itfelf.  In  thefe  operations  he  difcovered 
the  duramater  inflamed  ;  found  extrava- 
fated  blood  under  it,  and  the  interior  or 
frft  covering  of  the  brain  in  a  great  Hate 
of  inflammation,  the  veffels  quite  fwelled 
with  blood,  alfo  one  part  of  the  covering 
of  the  brain  ruptured.'  From  thefe  feve- 
ral  appearances  he  concludes,  that  to  th^ 
lejl  of  his  opinion^  the  wound  Mr»  Clarke 

received 
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received  on  his ^  head  was  the  caufe^of  his 
death.  '  •  i 

f  •» 

Thefe  examinations  of  the  head  and  Its 
Internal  contents  were  neceflVy?  and  for 
his  tin\e  fpent  therein,  as  well  as  trouble,- 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Foot,  But  if 
Clarke’s  thorax  and  abdomen*  had  been 
as  curioufly  examined  into,  the  obligation: 
would  have  been  more ;  for  then  we  might 
have  known  how  much  the  ftoniach,  bo¬ 
wels,  lungs,  &c.  were  diftempered  ;  how¬ 
ever  this  overfight  cannot'  now  be  remet 
died,  if  the  caufes  of  the  fever  could 
therein  haVe  been  difcovered.  r^If  from 
the  above 'aecount  no  certain  reafons  can 

•  f  ......  -  *  V  .  -  w  ^ 

be  afligned  for  murder  .(tho’  Mr.  Foot  has 

*  -  V  4» 

faid  that  toj:he  beft  of 'his- opinion;  the 
wound  \vas  the  caufe  of  his  death),  I  muft 
prefufiie-to  give  my  opinion,  that^cenfure 
ought  not  to  be  call  on  him  in  any _ wife, 
fince  in  the  prognoftics  of  diftempers,  the 

B  ableft 
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ableil  ];\liyficians  and  men  ‘of  long  expe^ 
rlence  have  been  fometimes  miftaken  : 
befides  wounds  in  the  head  are  very 
fallacious,  anddiave  different  appearances 
after  death  ;  having  fuffered  and  been  al¬ 
tered  by  the  .agonies  of  death  itfelf. 

If  we  advert  to  matters  in  the  law,  even 
there  we-  fhall  find  that  decrees^  of  the 
ableff  chancellors  have  often  been  juffly 
'  reverfed  ;  and  in  phyfical  confultations, 
dodlors  o^  different  opinions  are  frequent¬ 
ly  to  be  met  wdth.  If  therefore  this  fur- 
geon’s  opinion  was  too  precipitate,  or  mif- 
taken,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  he  certainly 
deferves  forgivenefs  ;  and  his  hafte  is 
^eatly  bverbalanced  by  his  humanity,  in 
voluntarily  applying  to  the  fecretary  of 
ffate  on  behalf  of  Quirk  and  Balfe, 
and  declaring  it  was  his  opinion,  that  if 
Mr.  Glarke  had  had  care  taken  of  him  at 

■  the 
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the  firft,  that  the  faid  wounds  would  not 
have  proved  mortal* 

But  to  proceed^  let  us  probe  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  darkens  cafe  with  all  the  tender^' 
nefs  poffible* 

Fird,  If  the  blow  was  the  caufe  of  the 
feveral  appearances  before  mentioned/f 
fhould  apprehend  the  cafe  was  a  fm^ll 
concufllon  of  the  brain.  If  this  had  been' 
the  real  cafe,  furely  either  immediately, 
foon  after,  or  before  death,  we  ftiould 
have  been  acquainted  with  fome-  one  or 
more  of  the  ufuai  and  cuftomary  fymp-'’ 
tom^  in  fuch  misfortunes — that  fome  one 
or  more  do  fucceed  eoncuffions  is  evident, 
becaufe  as  foon  as  an  extravafation  hap¬ 
pens,  the  courfe  of  the  blood  will'^  be  in¬ 
terrupted  or  fufpended  for  fome  rhoments, 
and  from  this  interruption  in  the  circula¬ 
tion,  fome  fymptoms  like  the  following 

B  2  take 
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take  place,  viz.  inability '  of  one  leg  or 
arm  or  both — dizzinefs,  fleepinefs,  im¬ 
paired  light,  ravings,  bleeding  at  the  nofc 
or  ears,  and  more  efpecially  vomitings, 
a  fymptom  almoU  always  enfuing  imme¬ 
diately  after  concullion  with  extraVafation. 

.  The  continuance  and  return  of  any  one 
or  more  of  thefe  fymptoms  will  be  in  pro¬ 
portion. tp  either  a  flight  or  violent  con- 
cuffion  and  extravafation.  ' 

r 

In  a  flight  one,  the  circulation  will  be 
fufpended  but  for  a  little  time  ;  but  in  a’ 
violent  one,  for  about  a  minute,  and  as 
tlie  circulation  becomes  impeded,  fo  will 

be  the  return  of  the  fymptoms. 

•  *  * 

« 

Firfl,  as  to  any  inability  and  palfy,  or 
the  like,  no  one  ever  attempted  to  fay 
that  Mr.  Clarke  was  affeded  by  them  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  we  find  from  the  evi¬ 
dence 
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dence  of  both  the  Beales,  that  after  he 
had  drank  fome  wine  at  the  Three  Pid- 
geons  on  the  day  of  the  eled:ion,  he  had 
wine  again  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hornets,  ancf 
then  Richard  Beale  fwears,  firfl,  that  he 
faw  Clarke  down  only  upon  his  hands 
near  the  ground— that  Clarke  recovered 
hlmfelf  and  came  to  him  and.others  at  the 

f  t 

Three  Pigeons — at  this  time  he  did  not 

know  that  he  had  got  a  broken  head,  until 

♦  • 

he  faw  the  blood  upon  his  arm  or  cloaths 
— Hence  Clarke,  Richard  and  William 
Beales  went  again  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Horne’s,  but  did  not  day  long,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  report  fpread,  that  a  mob  was 
coming  to  pull  down  Mr.  Horne’s  houfe. 
— On  which  they  went  info  the  church- 
yard,  climbed  over  a  wall,  ran  into  fome 
part  of  Brentford  town,  and  thence  walk¬ 
ed  to  Ideworth — at  this  place  they  drank 
fome tbing,^ hut  mention  how  much ; 

»■  I*  -  I  —  --  •  -  ■  -- .  ,  ,  , 

*  Neither  quantity  or  quality  mentioned, 

-  '  R  3  hovv’- 
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however  Clarke  had*  fome  of  his  hair  cut 
off,  and  his  broken  head  or  wound  wafli’d 
with  rum. — From  hence  they  travelled  to 
Richmond,  Kew,  and  Turnham-green, 
where  they  drank  a  quartern  of  brandy, 
thence  proceeded  to  Great  Marybone- 
Street,  w^here  Clarke’s  head  was  walhed 
with  tindture  of  myrrh' — After  flipping 
on  pork,  of  which  he  eat  but  little, 
Clarke  walked  to  the  Queen’s  Head  at: 
Marybone  ;  and  tho’  thefe  expeditions 
were  on  foot,  yet  we  don’t  find  that  in  all 
this  time  he  ever  was  attacked  with  any 
of  the  fymptoms  before  defcribed,.but  on 
the  contrary,  after  having  walked  from 

i 

Brentford  and  round  about,  at  leait  a  do¬ 
zen  miles,  he  anew  entered  on  a  party  of 
pleafure  to  the  Queen’s  Head  at  Mary¬ 
bone,  and  from  thence  back  again  very 
late  at  night  to  his  aunt’s  at  the  White- 
Hart,  Welbeck-Street.  From  this  ac¬ 
count^  delivered  on  oath,  it  appears  that 

Clarke 
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Clarke  in, the  whole  walked  more  than 
twenty  miles  that  day.  Who  can  conC(^iv'e 
that  his  wound  was  difmal  or  mortal;efpe- 
daily  when  we  add  to  thefe  tranfadions, 
his  attending  his  mailer  the  next  day, 
•which  is  near  two  miles  from  Welbeck- 
Street,  alfo  the  day  following  ;  fatigues 
rather  too  much  for  a  iickly  conilitutioii. 


His  mailer  H— m^b-t-n  having  aiked 
him  about  the  wound  on  his  head,  Clarke 
told  him  it  was  only  a  little  fcratch,  arid 
that  he  got  it  near  Hyde*park  turnpike, 
where  he  was  to'  view  the  people  going 
to  the  Brentford  eledioh.  This  account 
is  repeated‘to  remove' and  refute' the  vitl- 
-gar  report^  long  hnee  falfely  fpreadj'lhat 
Clarke  was  fo  ill  as  to  keep  hk  bed  from 
the  time  he  came  home  at  his  aunt’s,  to 
the  time  of  his  death,'  -  ' 

( 

6 

B  4 


As 
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As  thefe  fad:s  are  chiefly  upon  oath, 
we  are  inclined  to. think  he  had  no  para¬ 
lytic  diforder,  nor  one  fymptom  of  a  con- 
cuffion  of  the  brain  or  extra vafa^on. 

Let  us  now  examine  into  every  parti¬ 
cular  which  Mr*  Foot  advanced  at  the 
Old  Bailey — -Mr,  Foot  declares  to  us  that 
his  head  had  neither  frafture  or  fifTure- — 
and  it  feems  that  the  bones  were  found 
and  in  a  natural  date,  becaufe  he  has  not  fo 
much  as  hinted  at  a  deprefllon,  reparation 
of  the  inner  table  from  the  outward,  or 
that  the  ofTous  cells,  containing  an  oily 
fluid,  called  the  Diploe  were  broken  or 
thrown  into  confufion  ;  hence  we  may 
fay,  death  had  not  his  refidence  in  thefe 
man  lions, 

i  r  -  .  ,  if  . 

Mr.  Foot  found/‘  the  hair  of  his  head  full 
fand^ 

•  lean- 
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I  cannot  apprehend  that  this  fand  was 
the  caufe  of  his  death— ^nbr'  reconcile  the 
manner  how  fand  .came  to  fill  the  hair  of 
his  head,  with  other 'circumfiances  here¬ 
after  to  be  mentioned* 

We  have  feen  from  Mr.  Richard  Beale’s 
oath,  that  fome  of  his  hair  was  cut  ofilat 
Ifleworth,  where  his  wound  was'wafhed 
with  rum  by  Mr.  William  Beale  and  him. 
— and  on  his  arrival  in  London,  at  Mr. 
William  Beale’s  lodgings/"  it  was  waflied 
with  tindture  of  myrrh  by  William  Beale 
or  his  fervants.  But  this  is  not  all  ;  for 
the  next  day,  and  the  day  after  if  not  on 
Sunday,  his  good  aunt  drefi;  this  wound 
with  Friar’s  balfam.  Here  it  is  necefiary 
to  let  you  know,  that  Mr.  Richard  Beaje 
is  a  barber,  has  a  fhop  and  part  of  a  little 
houfe  in  LittleWelbeck- Street,  he  is  by  his 

*  Mr.  William  Eeale  is  a  man  of  a  handfomo 
fortune  in  a  landed  ellate. 

budncL 


Jin  r^QuiiiY  into  tloe  Causes 

bufihefs  cdnverfant  in  dreffing  hair^  there* 
fore  it  might  be  fuggefted  that  after  he 
-was  fo.  careful  to  cut  off  fome  hair^  he 
would  have  cleared  the  wound  of  ftraw, 
gravel,  dirt  or  fand,  if  any  quantity  had 
been  there  ;  or  we  will  fay,  in  not  doing 
fuch  necelTary  offices,  it  was  a  great  over¬ 
fight  in  him  and  the  feveral  people  who 
waffied  his  wound* — Befides  his  aunt  is  a 
very  neat  cleanly  elderly  perfon,  and 
,  every  thing  appears  about  her  very ,  de¬ 
cent,  She  loved  her  nephew  greatly,  was 
very  tender  of  him,  and  careful  even  of 
his  cloaths  :  hence  will  any  one  fufpedt 
that  a  relation  fo  drcumfpedt  in  the  pains 
fhe  took  to  drefs  the  wound,  would  ffiffer 
a  load  of  fand  to  remain  in  his*  hair  at  leaft 
five  fucceffive  days  ?  Is  foch  uncleanli-. 
nefs  likely  ?  And  when  we  are  told  that 
Clarke  himfelf  was  rather  a  fpruce  young 
man,  who  will  imagine  that  he  would 
attend  his  mafler  and  his  biifinefs  two 

days 
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days  without  having  once  combed  out  his 
hair?  if  it  was  only  to  tie  it  up  behind, 
was  ufually  done  with  a  ribband. 

Upon  my  honour  I  declare,  that  I  do 
in  my  confcience  believe,  what  Mr.  Foot 
hath  given  upon  his  oath,  that  the  fand 
was  in  Mr.  Clarke’s  hair,  when  he  /aw 
him  after  his  death.  But  you  will  excufe 
me  in  not  believing  that  the  fand  was  in 
his  hair  at  Brentford,  and  continued  there 
five  days  afterward.  Let  any  one  confider 
that  the  8th  of  December  was  not  a  feafon 
remarkable  for  dull  or  fand,  efpecially  at  , 
the  time  of  an  eledtion,  where  people  are. 
travelling  to  and  fro  from  the  huftings  to 
the  three  pidgeons,  the  very  fpot  where 
darkens  head  was  broken — how  then,  or  in 
what  manner  the  improbability  of  thefe 
circum fiances  can  be  reconciled  with  per- 
fpicuity,  I  would  leave  to  the  fagacity  of 
others. 
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Some  may  perhaps  think  he  was  not 

foberj:  when  he  left  his  company  late  on 

Thurfday  night  at  Marybone,  and  might 

fall  down  about  the  new  buildings,  where 

%  ^ 

commonly  heaps  of  fandare  to  be  found. 

► 

Let  us  for  argument's  fake  fuppofe  fo  ; 
but  then  either  his  aunt,  or  her  friend,  mull: 
have  feen  this  fand  in  the  hair,  on  Friday 
or  Saturday  when  the  wound  was  drefl  ; 
for  fueh  a  quantity  could  not  have  efcap- 
the  knowledge  of  at  leafi:  iix  people,  who 
had  feen  and  examined  his  head.  Add 


This  is'only  a  furmize  from  the  evidence  ot? 
©ath — as  Wiiliam ‘Be'ale  fell  afleep,  and  Richard 
Beale  did  not  know  when  Mr.  Clarke  left  them. — 
The  fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  too  much  liquor 
poflibly  Vv^ere  the  caiifes,  lihce  fon'.etimes  we.  know 
a  fmall  quantity  will  affeft*  us  after  great  fatigues, 
aild  at  other  times  a  treble  quantity  will  not  dif- 
compofe  us.  I  was  told,  in  the  prefence  of  his 
aunt,  that  this  very  fober  man  never  was  feen  fo 
drunk  as  fome  are,  but  to  be  fure  he  had  Jately  feen 
Clarke  feveral  times  in  liquor,  or  fuddled. 
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to  this  what  has  been  faid  before,  that 
Beale  fwore  that  he  faw  Clarke  only  np- 
on  his  hands*  But  to  forbear  faying 
more —  • 

*  * 

,  Mr.  Foot'  farther  afhrms,  that  he  found 
the  fcalp  much  inflamed.  '  , 

t  m 

1  '  • 

4  ^  J  *  4.  4  »• 

Slight  w’‘ounds  when  either  neglected, 
or  walked  with  rurti'  and  tindfure  of 
myrrh,  or  Fryer’s  balfam,  always  moft 
certainly  become  inflamed  ;  as  for  in- 
'  fiance,  common  wounds  in  the  hand  and 
Angers,  by  negledf,  become  painful ;  but 
tvhen  they  ire  vvaflied  with  fpirituou s' li¬ 
quor's  their  lips  become  conftringed;  di- 
gellion  retarded, and  fuppuration  prevent¬ 
ed,  as  all  thi^fort  of  application  is  high¬ 
ly  improper  for  curative  intentions.'* 


’^Put  your  . finger,  though  not^fcratched,  into  a 
a  glafs  of  rum,  brandy,  or  tin£liire  of  myrrh  for 

In 
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In  regard’  to  this  wound  on  the  head^^ 
fo  much  talked  of  in  all  public  places, 
permit  me  to  fay  that  it  was  looked  on 
as  no  more  than  a  fmall  common  broken - 
head,  and  as  fuch,  his  kind  aunt  once  or 
twice  drefl  it  with  Fryer ^'s  balfam ;  and, 
fince  his  death,  hath  declared  that  the 
wound  was  not  wwfe  or  larger  than  a 
fcratch  of  a  pin — ^This  is  confirmed  by 
Mrs*  H — r — ^y  and  every  one  of  the 
neighbours,  as  well  as  many  w^ho  fre¬ 
quent  the  tap-room  as  well  as  MefTrs. 
Beales., 

This  circumflance  I  thought  necelTary 
to  be  obferved,  becaufe  Mr.’ Foot  did  not 
tell  the  court,  either  the  fize,  length, 
breadth,  &c.  of  the  wound,  and  alfo  as 


a  few  minutes,  and  then  you’ll  hnd  the  fpirits 
wrinkle  the  Ikln  in  folds,  notwithflanding  the  fkin 
of  the  finger,  by  ufe,  is  harder  than  in  moil  parts, 
excepting  the  feet. 


it 
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it  was  indifputably  fo^  and  looked  on  as 
only  a  flight  affair,  by  .all  as.  well  as  by 
Richard  Beale  ;  for  he  fays  he  never  faw* 
Mr.  Clarke  from  the  time  he  went  from 
Marybone  on  the  Thurfday  night,  till 
after  he  was  dead. 

This  Richard  Beale  fays  he  was  an  inti¬ 
mate  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Clarke’s,  had 
knowm  him  about  two  years,  lives  from 
him  about  the  diftance  of  one  hundred 
yards,  and  in  flght  of  each  other,  when 
one  flaiids  at  the  corner  of  the  Street,  and 
the  other  at  Mrs.  Talbot’s  door. — I  would 
fay,  if  any  reader,  on  a  party  wdth  inti¬ 
mate  friends,  had  been,  violently  beat,  is 
it  not  natural  to  think  a  near  neighbour 
and  companion  would  have  have  enquir¬ 
ed  after  him ‘either  the  next  day  or  fome 
one  in  the  fix,  if  he  thought  his  friend 
had*  been  much  hurtr 


But 
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But 'to  proceed.  There  are  fome  clr-* 
cumilances  in  Mr.  Footes  evidence,  which 
not  only  at  firft  warped  me  from  his  opi¬ 
nion,  but  even  now ;  for  I  cannot  find  one 
eifcumflance  in  his.fefiions  narrative  to 
induce  me  to  alter  my  opinion,  founded 
on  the  fiudiure  of  the  human  frame — 
Therefore  I  fhall  retain  the  fame  thought 
as  I  entertained  on  firfi;  fight  at  St.  PauFs 
cofiee-houfe,  where  I  could  not  forbear 
fpeaking  of  it  to  the  mafier  of  the  houfe 
and  afterwards  to.Mr.  Farmer  a  furgeon, 
and  this  was  about  the  latter  end  of  Ja¬ 
nuary —To  fupport  fuch  reafons  I  now, 
with  regard,  tender  to  the  faculty  in, ge¬ 
neral,  and  to  every  gentleman,  my  fenti- 
ments. 

‘  I  found  (Foot)  upon  the  crown  of 
his /head  was  a  contuled  wound  ;  Iraif- 
ed  the  fcalp  round  the  wound,  and 


exa- 


Of  the  late  Mr.  Clarke’^  Death.  •  33 

examined  itVith  my  probe;  and  found 
the  fcalp ^2ihowt  four  inches  round  the  p?- 
ricranium^  the  Immediate  covering  of 
the  fcull,  was  much  inflayned.  After  re- 
moving  the  pericranium  I  examined  the 
fcull  itfelf  ;  1  found  no  filTure  or  frac- 
ture^  &c.  ‘ 

k 

Firft,  As  the  fuppofed  death  was  from 
an  external  injury,  *  the  external  part  of 
the  head  which  received  the  blow,  was 
the  place  firil  to  be  applied  to  for- finding 
the  caufe. — Now  as  the  bones  were  found 
to  be  all  found,- the  fcull  is  out  of  difpute. 

•  - 

^  i  4i- 

.  Secondly,  He,  after  opening  the  head, 
found  under -the  dura-mater  extravafated 
blood,  &c. 

^  ) 

If. extravafated  blood,  -under  the  dura- 
mater,  had  been  from  the  blow,  Clarke 
’  would 'have  been  -  difabled  from  w^alking 

C 


even 
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even  fo  far  as  the  three  pidgeons,  nay  the 
ufual  bad  fymptoms  of  this  extravafation 
would  have  happened  in  a  moment :  or 

Thirdly,  If  the  extravafation  found  un¬ 
der  the  inward  membrane  and  the  brain 
was  from  the  blow,  inftant  death  would 
have  been  the  confequence. 

Fourthly,  As  to  the  interior  covering 
of  the  brain  in  a  great  ftate  of  infiam- 
mation,  the  velTels  quite  fwelled  with 
blood  ;  and  one  part  of  it  ruptured,  the 
reft  of  the  brain  in  a  healthy  ftate,’^ — 
Thefe  are  very  readily  accounted  For, 
ftnce  moft  anatomifts  who  have  examined 
bodies  from  the  feverai  hofpitals,  that  have 
died  in  a  few  days  of  inflammatory  fe¬ 
vers,  know  from  repeated  experience,  that 
the  inner  membranes  of  the  head  or  brain 
are  almoft  always  found  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
nftammatvon,  and  their  veflels  diftended 

with 
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with  blood  ;  nay  often  an  extravafation 
from  the  membrane,  and  the  like  appear¬ 
ances  are  very  common  from  the  agonies  of 
death,  more  efpecially  in  thofe  who  have 
died  of  ardent  fevers. — What  are  deliri¬ 
ums  ?  but  the  eifeds  of  an  inflammation 
on  the  membranes  or  meninges  of  the 
brain. 

Pardon  me  in  thinking,  when  I  refle(fl 

on  the  circum fiances  of  the  day,  that  Mr. 

Clarke,  as  a  fober  man,  fickly,  and  often 

ailing,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Starling’s  books, 

drank  rather  too  much :  fuppofe  now  aper- 

fon  in  a  healthy  Hate  fhould  drink  his  glafs 

too  freely  over  night,  the  confequences  too 
•  *  ►  • 

often  have  been  firfl  violent  head-achs, 

f  •  • 

ficknefs  at  flomach,  heat  in  the  fkin,  teach¬ 
ings  and  vomiting.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  the 
wine  is  not  in  the  head,  yet  its  inner 
membranes  are  inflamed,  which  are  the 
fecondary  caufe  of  the  fymptoms  ;  but 

C  2  the 
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the  primary  caufe  is  from  the  fpirituous 
liquor  attacking  the  nervous  coat  of  the 
flomach,  and  hence  by  confent  the  mem*- 
branes  in  the  head  become  inflamed.  Now 
pleafe  to  obfervc,  that  all  thefe  fymp^ 
toms  go  off  as  foon  as  the  flomach  is  re- 
lieved  by  diluting  liquors.  Is  it  not  a 
common  fight  to  fee  men  puke  after 
drinking  rather  too  much, 

Thefe  were  my  firfl  thoughts  which 
inclined  me  to  apprehend  that  Mr.  Foot’s 
conclufion^that  the  wound  was  the  caufe 
of  Clarke’s  death  was  not  evident.  Af¬ 
ter  I  was  attacked  on  this  fubjed:,  I 
called  in  a  little  anatomical  knowledge 
of  the  parts  to  explode  my  opinion  or 
fupport  it  ;  this  informed  me^  that  the 
pericraneum  covers  the  external  bones  of 
the  head,  adheres  very  clofely  to  them 
(temples  excepted)  and  furnifhes  the  dura- 
niater  with  fome  filaments  (through  the 

futures 
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futures)  by  which  they  are  connefted’ 
with  each  other ;  alfo  that  the  dura-mater, 
which  lines  the  internal  furface'  of  the 
head  is  clofely  conneded  to  the  inward 
bones,  and  has  its  adhefions  very  flrong 
and  firm  to  them,  that  it  is  a  double  mem¬ 
brane,  full  of  branches  of  arteries  and 
veins,  as  well  as  the  pericraneum — hence 
I  put  to  myfelf  the  following  quefiion  ; 

Suppofe,  by  a  blow,  the .  dura-mater 
was  detached  from  the  infide  of  the  bones 
as  Mr.  Foot  has  .told  the  Surgeons  ;  I 
might  fafely  fay,  its  veflels  muft  be  bro¬ 
ken  :  in  this  cafe  where  would  the  extra- 
vafation  be  found  ?  why  truly,  not  under 
the  dura-mater,  but  betv/een  it  and  the 

i  '  j. 

bones — and  not  as  Mr.  Foot  has  faid,  un¬ 
der  the  dura-mater  only  ;  if  he  had  faid  in 
both,  I  think,  I  Ihould  have  agreed  with 
him,  becaufe  I  have  feen  it  often,  but 
for  the  extravafation  to  be  under  and  not 

C  3  above 
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above,  *  I  am  afraid  iS:a  mifiake. - - 

This  I  thought  was  fatisfadtory.  But 
when  another  confideratlon  ^  appeared, 
which  was,  that  if  the  inflammation  and 
extravafation  proceeded  from  the  blow, 
fome  little  matter  or  corruption  would 
have  been  found  in  or  about  the  inflde  of 
the  head,  after  near  flx  days  ;  not  a  drop 
of  matter  in  the  wound  of  the  fcalp,  nor 
fpat  blood,  no  not  a  word  of  any— for  I 
thought  obflrudfions  produced  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  ^  inflammation  fuppuration  or 
maturation  ;  in  a  w^ord,  the  readers  mufl; 

i  ■ 

judge' w^hether  I  am  right,  as  I  leave  ail 
I  have  faid  entirely  to  them. 

Some  weeks  after  I  heard  that  Mr. 
Clarke,  on  the  Sunday,  was  feized  with  a 
vomiting,(one  of  the  ufual  fymptoms  of 


•  See  Ingram’s  Pra6lical  Cafes,  on  wounds,  frac¬ 
tures,  &c.  on  the  head. 


a  con- 
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a  concuffion  of  the  brain.)  My  little 
judgment  will  endeavour  to  demonftrate 
to  you,  that  this  vomiting  plainly  puts 
out  of  difpute  that  opinion,  that'  Clarke’s 
inflammation,.  &c. .  ,on  the  membranes, 
were  from  the  blow.  .  .  '  — 

.  ...  r  '  • 

.  •  .  4  >  ' 

Whenever'  vomiting  fucceeds  either  a 
fradture,  filTure,  depfeffion,  concuffion,  or 
extravafation,  though  ever  fo  flight,  there 
is  not  one  medicine  can  check,  flop,  or 
prevent 'them,  for  they  will  at  times  re¬ 
turn,  becaufe  they  are  fymptoms  from  the 
caufe  ;  and  till  the  caufe,  that  is  the  mem¬ 
branes  and  brain  are  relieved,  vomitings 
at  times  will  attend. — Here  then  Hands 
Mr.  Clarke’s  cafe  :  the  third^day  he  had 
three  or  four  'vomitings  ;  thefe ..without 
the  aid  of  medicine,  difappeared  totally  in 
about  two  hours,  and  never  returned  ip 
the  time  of  his  death,  for  thev  ceafcd  as 

C  4  foon 
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foon  as  the  llomach  had  unloaded  kfeif  of 
the  bad  or  ftale  egges.'f* 

I  believe  the  whole  college  of  phyfi- 
.cians^  the  mailer,  wardens,  &c.  of  apothe¬ 
caries,  as  well  as  the  corporation  of  fur- 
geons  in  England,  and  in  all  cities  in’  Eu¬ 
rope,  will  alfert,  that  vomitings  are  com¬ 
mon  fymptoms  on  the  firfl  onfet  of  inflam¬ 
matory  fevers  and  foul  flomachs— and  why  ? 
becaufe  nature  wants  to  difburthen  herfelf. 
Do  not  phyficians  always  prefcribe  a  vo¬ 
mit,  even  only  on  teachings  to  puke,  in 
the  beginning  of  fevers— 

To  conclude,  from  what  has  been  ad¬ 
vanced  you  are  to  confider  whether  you 
can  difcover  any  fubflantial  reafons  for 
believing  that  either  the  blow  or  its 

f  In  a  conculuon  the  vomits  are  bilious. 

can 
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'effects  were  the  caufe  of  Mr.  Clarke’s 
death  ;  and  to  affifl  you  either  to  alTent  to, 
or  dlffent  from,  your  Sovereign’s  and  His 
Council’s  opinion,  as  well  as  the  opinion 
of  the  ableit  furgeons,  permit  me,  by  way 
of  fummary,  to  lay  the  heads  of  what  has 
been  faid  before  you  in  one  view. 

Firil,  It  feems  that  from  the  day  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  blow  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
neither  Mr.  Foot,  or  any  one  has  fo  much 
as  hinted  at  one  fymptom  of  a  concuffion 
of  the  brain,  except  that  one  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  viz.  vomiting  on  Sunday,  which 
ceafed,  without  any  medical  affiftance,  the 
fanie  day. 

Secondly,  Inflead  of  flupor,  inability 
in  any  of  his  limbs,  &c.  he  walked  a  do¬ 
zen  miles  after  his  head  was  cut. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  He  had  neither  fradlure,  fif- 
fure,  or  depreffion  of  the  bone  in  his  head, 
as  Mr.  Foot  could  find,  nor  reparation  of 
the  inward  table  from  the  outward. 

Fourthly,  The  wound  only  a  common 
broken  head. 

Fifthly,  Mr.  Clarke,  his  aunt,  and 
others  faid  the  wound  was  not  larger  than 
a  fcratch  of  a  pin.  , 

Sixthly,  Mr.  Clarke  told  his  mafler  it 
was  no  more  than  a  fcratch. 

^  Seventhly,  No  extravafation  between 
the  bones  and  dura-mater. 

Eighthly,'  What  cfre(fl  did  ,the  blow 
produce  to  convince  us  that  it  killed  him  ? 


Ninthly 
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Ninthly,  From  the  circumftances  ad¬ 
vanced,  might  not  his  death  arife  from  a 
lurfeit,  producing  a  violent  inflammatory 
fever?  and  this  forfeit,  from  travelling  at 
leaft  twenty  m.iles  on  the  Thurfday,  with¬ 
out  fufficient  food  ;  inflead  thereof  drink¬ 
ing  wine,  porter,  rum,  brandy,  and  thefe 
repeated  almoft  all  day  long  till  late  in 
the  evening,  fetting  up,  &c.  it  is  not  un¬ 
likely  that  fuch  caufes  before  now  have 
happened,  and  perfons  in  the  prime  of 
youth  have  by  this  means  loft  their  lives, 
nay  I  think  it  not  improbable  but  fome 
of  ray  readers  may  recoiled:  fuch  cafes.  I 
have  heard  of  people  over  walking  them- 
felves,  drinking  too  much,  and  dying  as 
it  were  fuddenly  of  inflammatory  fevers, 
in  a  few  days,  which  our  anceftors  and 
parents  commonly  called  and  now  fay  is 
a  furfeit. 


Having 
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Havins:  thus  flated,  and  brought  into 
one  view,  without  the  leaft  mifreprefenta” 
tion  of  fa(fl:s,  the  feveral  circumltances  I 
have  been  able  to  colled:,  relating  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Clarke  ;  I  appeal  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  public.  Their  fentence^ 

t 

after  due  attention  to  the  evidence  refult- 
ing  from  the  combination  of  the  different 
circumftances,  will  confirm,  I  prefume, 
the  opinion  which  the  committee  of  Sur¬ 
geons  hath  already  given.  If  by  this 
means  the  contentions  wdth  which  this 
matter  hath  been  agitated  fhould  be  hap¬ 
pily  appeafed,  I  hope  I  fhall  have  dif- 
charged  the  duty  of  an  honed:  man,  in 
bringing  any  tellimony  to  truth,  and 
in  undeceiving  the  public,  to  whom  thefe 
confiderations  are  with  due  deference 
fubmitted 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Before  thefe  llieets  could  be  printed  off 
.Mr.  Foot’s  Appeal  to  the  Public  appeared^, 
with  an  account  of  his  dcpolitions  In  the 
trial,  and  anfwers  to  the  queftions  put  to 
him  by  the  committee  of  furgeons.  In 
the  trial  ^^the  pericranium  was  inflamed;” 
before  the  furgeons  it  was  alniofl  fe- 
parated  from  the  cranium  for  about 
two  inches  in  circumference 'under  the 
wound — it  was  not  attached,  as  is 
ufually  found  in  healthy  fubjedts,  but 
feparated  from  the  cranium. 


*  Can  the  attachments  of  the  pericranium,  with 
its  veflels,  be  broken  from  the  fcull  without  an  ex- 
travafation  ?  Blood- vefTels  when  ruptured  fpill  their 
contents,  if  fo,  one  would  think  either  blood  or 
matter  on  the  fcuU  muft  have  efcaped  a  man  of 
fcieiice,  '  '  ' 


The 
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The  extra vafated  blood  was  between 
the  dura  mater  and  pia  mater,  oppofite 
to  or  under  the  wound.  The  dura 
mater  was  greatly  inflamed,  there  was 
a  general  inflammation  of  that  mem^ 
brane — it  was  detached  from  the  cra- 
nium  for  a  confiderable  fpace  round, 
immediately  over  the  extra vafation,  and 
about  half  an  ounce  of  extravafated 
blood,  as  near  as  I  could  guefs.” 

It  mufl  certainly  ftrike  a  furprize  in 
fome  to  find  this  account  fo  widely  differ 
from  j  what  was  depofed  in  open  court  ; 
alfo  as  it  ffands  in  his  own  account  of  the 
trial  ;  but  as  he  has  made  an  apology 
(page  27)  in  regard  to  his  blooming  ge¬ 
nius  I  will  not  criticize  on  any  part,  leff, 
before  the  fruit  of  knowledge  is  fet,  it 
ffiould  be  blafted.  ' 


X  Separation  and  non-attacHment  are  added  to  211- 
fiammation. 

In 
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In  tendernefs  and  compaffion  I  will 
admit  every  article  to  be  exadtly-  true ; 
but  then  I  think  no  man  would  be  fo  rafli 
as  even  to  prefume,  that  the  blow  could 
caufe  fuch  like  deftraftions  in  the  head, 
and  the  man  live  near  fix  days  after  with¬ 
out  one  bad  fymptom. — Nay,  if  you  will 
take  his  vomiting  as  one  fign^  remember 
that  three  whole  days  were  over  before 
one  vomit  appeared.  r  '  -  - 

In  order  to  weed  away  and  grub  'up 
the  luxurioufnefs  of  falfe  imaginations  as 
well  as  manure  the  promifing  fruitful 
medical  plants  with  which  this  nation 
is  remarkably  inriched ;  as  layers  I  now 
fet  down  a  few  of  thofe  aphorifms  which 
formerly  I  planted  in  my  chirurgical  and 
anatomical  ledtures,  in  hopes  they  may 
hereafter  prove  profitable, 


I 
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Aph^ortfms  on  the  ^  Effeth  of  Blows  and 
.  fVbunds  on  the  Head, 

I.  The  pericranium  cannot  loofe'its  at¬ 
tachments  to  the  bone,  without  the  fculi 
is  either  depreffed^  fraBured^  or  fijfured ;  or 
when  it  does  adhere  we  may  be  certain 
there  is  neither. 

II.  The  dura  mater  is  never  feparated 

from  the  inlide  of  the  head  by  a  blow, 

without  one  of  the  three  accidents  above- 

mentioned,  '  ‘ 

*  • 

III.  Whenever  the  dura  mater,  either 
by  depreffioh,  fiffure  or  fradfure  loofes  its 
adhefions,  there  will  be,  from  its  blood 
vefTels  broken,  an  extravafatidn  between 
the  bone  and  it, 

IV.  In  a  feparation  of  the  dura  mater, 
the  extravafation  cannot  be  under  it  with¬ 
out  being  above, 

V,  A 


* 
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V.  A  dram  of  extravafated  blood  on  tkc 
meninges  of  the  brain  is  fufficient  inftant- 
ly  to  produce,  either  a  palfy,  ravings,  or 
apoplexy — but  half  an  ounce,  or  lefs, 
death  in  a  moment. 

Contiifed  bounds, 

VI.  Wounds  in  the  fcalp  by  punciure, 
(though  as  fmall  as  a  fcratch  of  a  pin) 
made  by  the  point  of  a  fword,  penknife, 
nail  in  a  bludgeon,  &c.  penetrating  either 
the  pericranium,  or  the  aponeurofes  of  the 
frontal  or  occipital  mufcles,  will  produce 
extenfion,  inflammation,  or  erifipelatpus 
fwellings,  by  which  they  are  known,  even 
when  the  eye  cannot  difcover  the  wound¬ 
ed  part,  by  reafon  of  its  fmallnefs^ 

VII.  Contufed  wounds,  not  injuring 
the  pericranium  at  firfl,  may  by  confent, 
in  a  few  days,  afFedt  it.  This  is  known 
by  the  fubfequent  fymptoms,  which  will 

D  be 
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be  an  inflation  or  tumefadion  on  the  fcalp^ 
bloating  or  puffing  up  of  the  face,  and 
if  not  remedied  in  a  few  days,  fome 
fymptoms  like  thofe  of  a  concuffion  of 
the  brain  fucceed. 

The  curative  intention  for  thefe  two 
cafes  is  by  enlarging  the  wound  and  pro¬ 
moting  fuppuration* 

VIII.  A  violent  blow  on  the  head  with 
a  large  bludgeon,  not  beating  the  head 
to  the  ground,  nor  againft  any  hard  body  ; 
molt  frequently  caufes  a  fradure  or  fiffure 
with  but  a  fmall  concuffion. 

IX.  When  a  blow  is  given  with  fuch 
violence  as  to  knock  the  perfon  down, 
and  his  head  hits  the  ground,  if  the  fcull 
does  not  break  by  the  impulfe,  the  confe- 
quence  will  be  a  concuffion,  in  degree  to  the 
Gpporition-“and,-  tho’  but  flight,  lofs  of 

fenfc. 
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fenfe,  lethargy,  &c.  always  attend  in  like 
proportion. 

X.  If  the  head  ftrikes  itfelf  againft  any 
hard  immoveable  body,  as  by  a  fall  from 
a  high  place,  off  a  horfe,  againft  a  pillar, 
corner  of  a  wall,  &c.  a  concuftion  and 
extravafation  follows,  and  moft  common¬ 
ly  death. 

I 

The  fame  in  leaping  out  of  a  machine 
whilft  in  adtion  ;  an  inftance  of  which 
motion  in  a  relation  of  my  own  jumping 

out  of  a  chaife,  going  down  Box-Hill,  who 
died,  on  the  fpot,  without  the  appearance 
of  a  wound .  or  blow — In  fuch  like  cafes 

i  > 

the  brain  being  prefled  forward  againft  the 
folid  body,  is  readied  upon  by  that  body, 
and  undergoes  two.  contrary  motions  at 

.  U  ■  '  i 

the  fame  inftant  of  time. - 

i  \ 

II.  In  thefe- two  laft  aphorifms,  we  fee 
it  is  rather  a  misfortune  that  the  fcull  has 

D  2  ftrength 
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ftrength  fufficient  to  refift  the  force  giv^n, 
for  whenever  it  yields  to  the  impulfe^  the 
concuffion  is  but  fmall,  in  comparifon  to 
what  happens  by  refinance  ;  becaufe  the 
whole  flrefs  of  the  violence  is  tranfmitted 

r 

to  the  brain  and  its  membranes, 

XII.  A  concuffion  of  the  brain  feldom 
or  never  is  attended  with  extravafation. 

A  •  ^ 

unlefs  when  readlion  follows  the  blow, 

XI  n«*  A  concuffion  with  a  fracture  is 
not  fo  dangerous  as  with  a  fiffiure,  becaufe 
the  extravafation  will  be  lefs  confiderable, 

f-* 

XIV.  A  concuffion  and  extravafation 
happening  at  the  fame  inftant  of  time 
from ' a  blow,  ‘is  almoft  inftantly  fol<- 
lowed  with  terrible  fymptoms,  fuch  as 
lofs  of  fenfe,  palfy,  fleepinefs,  llupor, 
vomiting  if  not“  inftant  death— but  this 
iaft  is  particular  to  the  part  where  the 
extravafation  happens.— 


xv« 
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-  XV*  There  is  a  great  diftintftion  to  be 
made  in  concuffions  of  the  brain,  lince 
fome  happen  without,  others  with  extra- 
vafation  and  fome,  with  or  without 
fracture  or  fiflurc* 

XVI.  Of  extravafations  much  is  to  be 
confidered :  for  from  the  part  where  the  ex-r 
travafation  happens,  either  mediate  or  im¬ 
mediate  death,  violent  fymptoms,  or  flight 
appearances  follow,  from  which  true 
prognoflics  are  to  be  formed,  whether 
the  extravafation  is  in  general,  or  only 
in  one  part. 

XVII.  A  blow  not  fufficient  to  beat  a 
perfon  down,  but  caufe  an  inllantaneous 
extravafation,  in  this  cafe  the  fubjeffwill 
drop  down  as  dead,  not  by  the  blow, 
but  from  its  effefts,  the  extravafation., 


:^viii.  Ex? 
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XVIII  Extravafations  from  a  blow^ 
as  a  bludgeon,  he,  are  moft  common¬ 
ly  found  under  the  fcull,  or  between 
it  and  the  dura  mater — in  this  cafe  a 
lethargy,  or  fome  other  fymptom,  will 
continue  till  the  extravafation  is  removed, 

XIX.  Extravafations  on  the  brain  hap-  • 
pen  in  different  parts,  which  cannot  be 
known  but  by  either  the  fymptoms  or 
confequences,  as  in  number  xvi, 

XX.  There  cannot  be  an  extravafation 
without  lofs  of  fenfe,  or  fome  bad  fymp¬ 
tom  the  moment  it  happens  |  becaufe  the 
blood  fpilt  on  the  brain  will  produce  a 
ftrangulation  or  obftrudiph  in  the  circu¬ 
lation. 

XXI.  Wounds  on  the  head  with  ex¬ 
travafations  are  very  fallacious,  and  why? 

Becaufe 


\ 


\ 
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Becaufe  the  extravafation  may  be  betweeij 
the  fcull,  and  the  dura  mater,  or  under  it, 
both  at  the  fame  time,  alfo  under  the  pia 
mater  or  the  feveral  foldings  of  the  dura 
and  pia  mater  as  well  as  in  feveral  other, 
parts  of  the  brain,  but  thefe  never  hap¬ 
pen  but  with  fymptoms  at  the  very  in-, 
flant  the  blow  is  inflidted.  So  much  for 
the  emolument  of  young  Undents  in  fur- 
gery. 

As  to  difputes,  if  any  are  between 
Mefiirs.  Ranby,  Bromfield,  and  others 
with  Mr.  Foot,  they  in  no  wife  regard 
this  enquiry,  therefore  lam  filent,  as  they 
may  have  room  to  vindicate  themfelves  ; 
fince  truth,  whenever  it  is  toffed  and  rolled 
about  from  place  to  place  with  derifion, 
will  fooner  or  later,  find  a  firm  centre, 
immoveable  as  a  rock,  to  reft  on* 


Much 
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*  Much  more  might  be  adv  anced,  but  it 
may  fufficcj  to  obferve  that  every  one  of 
thefe  aphorifms  may  be  abfoliitely  wrong, 
if  a  perfon  after  receiving  a  blow,  and  at 
the  fame  time  meets,  not  only  with  a  con- 
cuffion,  but  a  large  extravafation  on  the 
brain,  can  live  three  days  without  hav« 
ing  one  finglc'  f3^mptom  either  inftantly 
or  a  few  hours  aftei^  the  blow  is  given. 

To  recite  cafes  in  fupport  of  what  has 
been  faid  before  I  think  unneceiTary,  as 
it  v/ould  be  taking  up  much  more  of 

your  time. 
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COUNTER-A  PPEAL. 

OFTEN  as  appeals  on  pri¬ 
vate  grievances  are  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  public,  it  is  feldom  that  they 
are  brought  to  that  tribunal  with  pro¬ 
priety.  One  of  the  cafes  in  which  they 
are  leafl;  exceptionable,  is,  when  the 
party  appears  as  defendant.  If  public 
outrage  be  added  to  perfonal  injufl:ice,the 
impartial  reader  will  receive  with  be¬ 
nignity,  from  the  friends  of  the  inju¬ 
red  perfon,  a  claim  to  their  candour, 
if  fupported  by  argument,  and  offered 
with  decency.  It  might  even  be  ju- 

B  ftifiable. 


(  6  ) 

flifiable,  with  regard  to  the  accufer,  to 
retort  railing  with  inyedive  ;  but  the 
latter,  method  not  only  difgraces  a  good 
caufe,  but  would  imply  a  defed  of 
capacity  in  the  judges,  as  if  their  fen- 
tence  were  to  be  extorted  by  clamour.” 

Mr.  Foot  complains  of  ill-treat- . 
ment,  and  the  writer  of  his  appeal  (for 
Mr.  Foot  will  hardly  fay  thathepenned 
it  himlelf,  tho’  he  has  ligned  it,)  is  not 
very  tender,  but  on  the  contrary  is 
very  fevere  on  Mr.  Bromfield. — But 
who  has  ill-treated  Mr.  Foot  ?  When 
was  it  ?  Has  Mr.  Bromfield  done  it.? — 
That  does  not  appear— then  why  fo 
fevere  on  Mr.  Bromfield .?  he  was  only 
one  of  the  examining  furgeons.  Does 
Mr.  Foot  envy  him  his  extenfive  prac-i 
tice  ?  Does  he  feek  to  wound  his  repu¬ 
tation  .?  Or  does  he  want  to  be  made 
furgeon  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bromfield, 

to 
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to  the  moll:  amiable  and  virtuous  prin- 
cefs  on  earth,  I  mean  her  Royal- high- 
nefs  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales  ? 

Mr.  Foot  would  feem  to  inbnuate, 
that  the  court  of  examining  furgeons 
is  an  infringement  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  by  controlling  the  verdidl  of 
three  juries.  May  be  fo,  tho’  I  very 
much  doubt  its  being  any  infringe¬ 
ment  ;  yet  I  would  rather  undergo  the 
inconveniencies  of  fuch  infringement, 
if  it  be  one,  than  an  innocent  man 
fhould  lofe  his  life.  But  how  is  it  an 
infringement  ?  Is  it  in  its  inflitution  } 
— Had  the  examining  furgeons  con¬ 
firmed  Mr.  Foot’s  opinion,  he  would 
not  have  called  theirs  an  infringement 
of  the  conftitution.  And  lyet  if  it  is  fo 
in  one  cafe,  it  is  equally  fo  in  the  other. 
But  they  differed  from  Mr.  Foot ;  and 
fo  becaufe  he  cannot,  or  does  hot  chufe, 

B  2  to 
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to  contend  with  them  fcientifically,  he 
would  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  artfully  endeavouring  to  reprefent 
the  meeting  of  the  examining  furgeons, 
as  a  breach  of  the  conftitution. 

What  was  the  cafe  refpeding  admi¬ 
ral  Byng  ?  The  court  martial,  to  whom 
the  trial  of  his  offence  was  committed, 
condemned  him,  “  becaufe,  (as  they 
faidj)  they  were  under  a  neceflity  of 
doing  fo,  by  reafon  of  the  letter  of  the 
law.”  And  again  they  faid,  in  their 
letter  to  the  king,  “  that  for  the  fake 
of  their  confciences,  as  well  as  in  juftice 
to  the  prifoner,  they  mofb  earneftly 
recommended  him  to  his  majefly  for 
mercy.”  All  further  enquiry  into  the 
cafe  was  precluded  by  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  being  under  an  oath  of  fecrecy. 
But  it  was  offered  to  releale  them  from 
their  oath  of  fecrecy,  “  in  order  to 

difclofe 
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difclofe  the.  grounds  on  which  they 
paffed  fentence  of  death  on  the  admi¬ 
ral.”  Was  not  this  in  elFeil:  controul- 
ing  the  verdict  of  the  admiral’s  jurors ; 
atleaft,  wasitnotrenderirig  itfubordinate 
to  a  fubfequent  determination  ?  Nay, 
was  it  not  doing  more,  was  it  not 
fuperfeding  an  oath  alfo? — Yet  this 
was  never  by  any  party,  (and  parties 
ran  as  high  then  as  they  do  now) 
called  an  infringement  of  the  conftitu- 
tion. — Why  ? — becaufe  it  was  obvi- 
oully  an  attempt  to  affift  the  .confti- 
tution,  in  promoting  the  moft  full 
enquiry,  for  the  impartial  execution 
,of  juftice. 

How  often  do  we  hear  of  motions 
in  Weftminfter-hall  for  new  trials  ; 
what  are  all  thefe  but  controuling  the 
verdids  of  juries :  and  what  is  the  plea 
for  thefe  new  trials ;  juft  the  fame  as 

that 
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that  for  the  examining  furgeons :  be- 
caufe  there  had  been  fome  defeiffs  in 
the  former  trial  j  that  there  was  new 
matter,  or  new  evidence,  fince  difco- 
vered,  which  had  it  been  produced  on 
the  firft  trial,  might  have  induced  the 
jury  to  find  a  contrary  verdidf.  To 
fupply  this  defed:  was  manifeftly  the 
view  of  convening  the  furgeons  at 
Surgeons-hall ;  and  who  fo  proper  to 
fupply  it,  as  furgeons ;  all  men  of 
eminence,  and  of  acknowledged  Ikill 
in  their  profeffion. 

There  fee  ms  to  have  been  great 
caution  in  the  miniftry.  They  do  not 
advife  a  precipitate  exertion  of  the  royal 
prerogative  to  pardon:  but  they  ap¬ 
point  an  enquiry,  whether  the  convidt 
prifoners  were  objeds  worthy  of 
it.  And  it  was  not  till  after  fuch 
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enquiry  was  made,  that  the  royal 
mercy  was  extended  them. 

If  I  were  difpofed  to  compliment 
the  prefent  miniftry,  I  could  do  it  to 
a  very  great  degree :  but  I  am  not. 
The  fad  is  of  fuch  a  nature  and  com¬ 
plexion,  that  it  will  fupport  itfelf. 

Did  not  Mr. - ,  accompanied 

by  another  friend  to  the  profesution, 
apply  that  very  night  that  the  men 
were  coavided,  or  at  fartheft  the  next 
day,  for  a  pardon  of  them  ?  Is  it  not 
plain  from  this  circumflance,  which  is 
a  very  material  one ;  that  Mr. 
who  was  certainly  in  the  fecret,  had 
great  doubts  concerning  the  convidion  ? 
Such  an  application  coming  from  a 
known  friend  to  theprofecution,  might 
well  encourage  a  minifter  to  think  of 
adviling  a  pardon.  Yet  here  the  ad- 
miniftration  do  not  chufe  to  reft  their, 

opinion  ; 
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opkiion  ;  they  only  advife  a  refpite,  till 
an  enquiry  is  made.  What  is  properly 
the  queftion  before  the  miniftry  ?  Clear¬ 
ly  this.  Whether  fuch  application  ought 
to  be  complied  with  ?  But  this  was  not 
the  only  application  for  a  pardon ;  that 
of  the  Hon.  B.  W.  and  Sir  W.  M. 
was  more  refpedable,  two  gentlemen 
of  charadter,  and  in  firm  oppofition  to 
the  prefent  miniftry.  Yet  it  was  not 
till  after  this  fecond  attempt  had  been 
made,  that  the  ^dminiftration  thought 
fit  to  convene  the  furgeons.  When 
fuch  repeated  applications  came  from 
the  other  fide,  adminiftration  may  be 
fairly  juftified  in  directing  an  enquiry 
into  the  merits  of  the  cafe. 

Mr.  Foot  has  to  thank  his  own 
friends,  I  mean  the  friends  of  his 
caufe,  or  at  leaft  a  part  of  them,  for 
the  imputation,  which  he  fays  has 

been 
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been  thrown  on  his  chara<9:er;  and 
Mr.  Bromfield  has  to  thank  the  fame 
friends,  who,  by  their  applications  for 
a  pardon,  occailoned  the  furgeons  en¬ 
quiry,  for  the  unprovoked  and  unme¬ 
rited  abufe  of  Mr.  Foot’s  fcribe. 

The  examining  furgeons  report 
their  opinion  ;  and  upon  that  report 
the  convids  are  pardoned,  agreeable 
to  the  folicitations  which  had  been 
made  for  that  purpofe. — Is  ahy  thing 
that  Mr.  Foot  has  afferted,  more  than 
matter  of  opinion  P  He  is  of  opinion^ 
that  Clarke  died  of  the  blow  he  re¬ 
ceived.  The  examining  furgeons, 
who  are  at  leaft  as  refpedable  as  Mr. 
Foot,  and  as  eminent  in  their  pro- 
feffion,  are  of  a  different  opinion^  that 
had  proper  care  been  taken  of  Clark, 
he  might  Fill  have  been  alive.  The 
whole  is  a  difference  of  opinion.  It  is 
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no  new  thing  to  fee  the  mofl:  eminent 
of  men  differ  in  opinion.  The  learn¬ 
ed  judges,  have  done  it  upon  the 
bench ;  the  moft  able  minifters  have 
done  it  in  the  cabinet.  But  in  thefe 
cafes,  as  well  as  in  that  between  the 
examining  furgeons  and  Mr.  Foot  ; 
thofe  who  are  to  judge  of  this  diffe¬ 
rence  of  opinion,  who  are  to  deter¬ 
mine  upon  it,  and  who  are  to  take 
fome  ftieafure  confequence  of  it,  are 
always  guided  by  the  authority  of  the 
7noJi  refpeSiable  Jtde,  And  can  there 
be  any  doubt  which  lide  an  impartial 
man  would  take  in  this  cafe  ?  Whe¬ 
ther  he  would  yield  to  the  ftngle 
nion  of  Mr.  Foot  ?  or  the  umted  opi¬ 
nion  of  Meffrs.  Cowell,  Bromfield, 
Crane,  Ranby,  Hawkins,  Middle- 
ton,  Fullager,  Younge,  and  Pott? 

I  do 
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I  do  not  find  even  in  Mr.  Foot’s 
account  of  his  examination  at  fur- 
geons-hall,  the  leaft  exprefllon  drop 
from  any  of  the  furgeons,  to  the  in¬ 
jury  of  Mr.  Foot.  Yet  Mr.  Foot  is 
greatly  enraged  with  the  condud;  of 
thefe  furgeons — becaufe  they  differed 
from  him. 

One  of  thofe  gentlemen  has  excul¬ 
pated  himfelf  from  the  foul  afperfions 
which  had  been  repeatedly  call  upon 
him,  in  the  public  papers.  And  it 
would  have  become  Mr.  Foot,  fince 
he  is  fo  very  angry  with  Mr.  Brom- 
field,  to  have  taken  fome  notice  of 
that  gentleman’s  vindication  of  him¬ 
felf,  which  appeared  in  the  papers 
feveral  days  before  Mr.  Foot’s  appeal. 
Mr.  Foot  fhould  have  anfwered  it,  as 
it  contains  a  flat  contradidion  to  one 
of  the  many  fallhoods  which  have 
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been  induftrioufly  circulated  by  Mri 
Fdot’s  admirers ;  and  a  very  material 
fadt,  fufficient  for  a  furgeon  of  his 
reputation  and  fkill,  to  form  an  opi¬ 
nion  upon.  Until  Mr.  Foot  does  an- 
fwer  this  paper,  the  difpaffionate  part 
of  the  world  will  incline  to  Mr.  Brom- 
field. — Mr.  Bromfield’s  vindication, 
together  with  the  paper  which  gave 
rife  to  it,  I  (hall  here  tranfcribe. 
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To  the  Court  o/' Examiners  of  4he  Surgeons 

Companyl 

/ 

Mr.  Benjamin  Cowell. 

William  Bromfield,  Efq;  Surgeon  to  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Dowager  of 
Wales. 

Mr.  Stafford  Crane. 

John  Ranby,  Efq-,  Serjeant  Surgeon  to 
his  Majefty. 

Casfar  Hawkins,  Efq;  ditto. 

David  Middleton,  Efq;  ditto. 

Mr.  Chriflopher  Fullager. 

Mr.  Robert  Younge. 

Mr.  Percival  Pott. 

*  Mr.  Robert  Adair,  Surgeon  to  the 
Third  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards. 


Gentlemen, 

Does  not  Mr.  Foot  depofe  upon  oath^ 
in  the  trial  of  Balf  and  M'Quirk,  for 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Clark, — That  his  dura 
mater  was  inflamed,  blood  extravafated  be- 
tween  that  membrane  and  the  Jf/a  mater ^ 

*  This  Gentleman  was  not  prefent,  and  in  another  Lift, 
Mr.  Gregory  is  put  inftead  of  Mr.  Adair. 

the 
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the  pia  mater  not  only  inflamed,  but  rup¬ 
tured  alfo  :  and  that  the  wound  received  on 
his  head  was  the  caufe  of  his  death  ? 

If  falfe — Has  not  Mr.  Foot  been  guil¬ 
ty  of  the  grolTefl:  ignorance,  or  the  fouleft 
perjury? — But  from  whence  thefe  infa- 
inous  imputations  ? — Do  they  not  arife 
from  your  joint  opinion,  that  the  fadls  he 
relates  are  falfe,  and  that  Clark’s  death  was 
not  occafioned  by  the  Wound  received  up¬ 
on  his  heW  ? 

If,  by  the  ignprant  or  perjured  depofi- 
tion  of  Mr.  Foot,  two  innocent  men  were 
found  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Clark, 
a  court  of  Juflice  not  only  troubled  with 
a  long  and  tedious  trial,  but  deceived  at 
the  fame  time  by  his  evidence  ^  what  does 
he  merit  lefs  than  M’Quirk,  whofe  life  has 
been  almoft  miraculoiifly  preferved,  by  the 
.hew  and  happy  medium  of  the  Court  of 
Examiners  ? 

*  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  a  murderer  has 
cfeaped  juftice,  is  let  loofe  on  the  public, 
and  the  clemency  abufed,  in  confequence 

of  your  opinion  that  this  wound  of  Clark’s 
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was  not  mortal,  or  the  caufe  of  his  death, 
what  do  you  not  deferve  ? 

Let  me  afk,  whether  (if  there  be  in  na-^ 
ture  a  poffible  mortal  wound)  an  extrava- 
fation  of  blood  between  the  dura  and  pia  . 
mater y  and  a  rupture  of  the  pia  mater  itfelf, 
does  not  come  under  that  denomination  ? 
Is  not  this  definition  eftablifhed  by  writers 
of  the  beft  credit,  by  conftant  pradlice  and 
obfervation,  and  by  innumerable  evidences 
in  judicial  anatomy  ?  What  is  the  refult ; 
but  that  this  wound  of  Clark’s  was  abfo- 
lutely  mortal  per  fe  ?  Nor  does  this  reft  up¬ 
on  a  fimple  affirmation,  which  might  well 
enough  and  effeftually  enough  be  contrafted 
with  your  fimple  opinions  ;  but  is  founded 
on  a  bafis  of  truth  and  reality,  which  the 
Court  of  Examiners  can  neither  fubvert 
nor  deftroy. 

It  is  allowed,  that  fome  wounds,  mor- 
ral  in  themfelves,  are  fome  times,  though 
but  feldom,  cured  by  the  art  of  furgery. 
It  appears  from  the  Gazette,  that  William 
Bromfield,  Efq;  Surgeon  to  her  Royal 
^lighnefs  the  Princcfs  Dowager  of  Wales, 
attended  Clark  from  the  firft.  Mortal 

Blows, 
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Blows,  and  wounds  of  the  head,  do  not 
always  fpeedily  difcover  their  fatal  efFedls ; 
they  therefore  require  the  utmoft  attention, 
as  well  as  the  utmoft  Ikill,  preventive  and 
curative. — Let  me  aik  then.  How  did  Mr. 
Bromfield  attend,  and  what  did  he  do  fo^' 
this  man  whilft  under  his  care  ?— Was  he 
frequently  and  plentifully  bled  ? — If  a  ftrid: 
regard  was  paid  to  fymptoms  (had  he  no 
lymptoms  r)  why  was  not  the  trepan  ap¬ 
plied  ? — the  only  means  by  which  a  chance 
of  life  could  be  given  ?  But  may  it  not  be 
flirewdly  fufpedted,  that  Mr.  B — — d’s 
many  engagements  deprived  him  of  that 
advantage  ?  But  fuppofe  an  omiffion  in  life, 
why  did  he  not  infpedl  the  head  of  his  de- 
ceafed  patient  ?  Did  not  duty  to  his  God, 
King,  and  Country,  demand  this  ;  that  he 
might  have  been  qualified,  to  give  evidence 
4n  a  matter  of  fuch  importance  as  Murder  I 
How  then  could  he  pretend,  feveral  weeks 
afterward,  to  take  the  lead,  and  diredl  the 
opinions  of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  in  an 
affair  wherein  they  were  ft  ill  lefs  able  to 
form  a  true  idea  than  himfelf  ?  If  the 
‘  Court  of  Examiners  cannot  fet  the  part 

they 
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they  have  ad:ed  in  a  better  light  than  it 
now  appears  to  the  world,  will  they  not 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  cenfure  of  all 
mankind  ? 

An  anfwer  to  thefe  queries  and  allegati¬ 
ons  are  expedled,  and  demanded,  by  every  • 

honeft  man  in  the  kingdom. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

As  far  as  Truth  and  juftice  £hall  appear, 
more  or  lefs, 

your  mod;  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

CHIRURGICUS. 

To  the  PRINTER. 

Conduit -jlreety  March  i8,  1769. 

I  was  this  day  Ihewn  a  letter  in  your  pa¬ 
per,  figned  Chirurgicus,  on  which  I  fliall 
make  no  further  comments,  but  to  difabufe 
the  public y  in  refpedl  to  one  allegation  rela¬ 
tive  to  myfelf.  It  is  faid,  as  a  quotation 
from  the  Gazette,  that  I  attended  Clark 

t 

from  the  firft.”  Nothing  can  be  falfer  than 
this  affertion,  as  I  never  faw  Clark  till 
Tuefday,  about  noon,  the  13th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1768,  the  fixth  day,  as  I  was  told, 
from  the  blow  being  given.  I  then  direft- 

D  ed 
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ed  fuch  things  as  I  thought  proper  for  his 
immediate  relief,  and  fent  my  fon  in  the 
afternoon  to  know  the  effeft  of  the  medi¬ 
cines,  who  told  me  the  clyfter  only  had 
been  given.  The  next  morning,  Wednef- 
day  the  14th,  notice  was  fent  me  that  the 
man  died  in  the  night. 

Thefe  fails  being  known,  the  ablurdity 
of  the  fubfequent  queries,  contained  in  the 
letter,  muft  be  too  obvious  to  ftand  in  need 
of  any  reply. 

I  hope,  for  the  future,  your  correfpon- 
dents,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  will  be  better 
informed  of  fails  before  you  attempt  to 
traduce  my  charailer ;  which,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  has  hitherto  been,  and  will  remain 
unimpeached,  for  want  of  integrity,  in  my 
profeflion. 


W.  BROMFrELI). 
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Befides  Mr.  Bromfield’s  Anfvver  to 
Chirurgicus,  there  appeared  in  a  few 
dajs  after  the  following,  which  de- 
ferves  fome  notice  here. 

^  Does  not  Mr.  Foot,  fays  this  writer, 
'  depofe  upon  oath,  that  Mr.  Clark’s  dura 
^  mater  was  inflamed,  blood  extravafated 
^  between  that  membrane  and  the  pia  ma- 
^  ter,  the  pia  mater  not  only  inflamed  but 
'  ruptured  alfo  ?’ 

He  does  not.  That  part  of  Mr.  Foot’s 
depofltion,  to  which  the  letter-writer  refers, 
is  vague  and  indefinite,  his  judgment,  with 
refpecl:  to  the  caufe  of  Mr.  Clark’s  death  is 
explicit  and  decifive. 

That  the  public  may  not  be  deceived 
by  unfair  reprefentations,  it  is  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Clark’s 
illnefs,  a  fever  prevailed,  attended  with 
fymptoms  fimilar  to  thofe  under  which  he 
laboured.  In  this  fever,  which  is  often  fa¬ 
tal,  the  fame  morbid  appearances  are  found 
after  death,  which  the  letter-writer  fuppo- 
fes  Mr.  Foot  to  have  deferibed. 
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When  this  is  explained,  and  when  it  is 
confidered  that  Mr.  Clark  did  not  complain 
for  fome  days  after  he  received  the  blow, 
that  he  was  then  feized  with  the  ufual  fymp- 
toms  of  a  malignant  fever,  and  that  the  ap¬ 
pearances  which  Mr.  Foot  defcribes,  if  this 
evidence  has  any  meaning,  are  exactly  fuch 
as  might  have  been  occafioned  by  that  dif- 
eafe,  it  will  be  difficult  to  perfuade  the  un¬ 
prejudiced  part  of  mankind,  that  that  blow 
which  Mr.  Clark  received  was  abfolutely 
the  caufe  of  his  death. 

Many  cafes  occur,  where  it  is  impoffible 
to  decide  poftively  concerning  the  caufe  of 
death  and  in  every  doubtful  cafe,  clemen¬ 
cy  ought  to  prevail,  fince  it  is  better  that  a 
guilty  perfon  ffiould  efcape  by  a  favourable 
reprefentation  of  the  cafe,  than  that  an  in« 
nocent  perfon  ffiould  unjuftly  be  condemned 
to  death. 

The  letter-writer’s  queftions  concerning 
the  confequences  of  Mr.  Clark’s  wound,  are 
founded  on  an  imaginary  reprefentation, 
not  on  Mr.  Foot’s  evidence,  and  therefore 
can  have  no  weight. 

I  ■ 
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I  will  now  proceed  to  take  fome 
notice  of  what  were  the  real  caufes  of 
Mr.  Clarke’s  death. 

He  might  formerly,  for  it  does  not 
appear  to  the  contrary,  have  been  a 
fober,  but  was  he  not  lately,  an  idle 
diffipated  young  man He  went  to 
Brentford,  though  no  freeholder.  A 
riot  happened ;  and  he  received  a 
Broke,  or  a  blow,  from  fome  un¬ 
known  perfon.  It  does  not  appear 
to  this  day,  that  Macquirk  ever  ftruck 
him,-  or  that  they  even  knew  each 
other.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this 
blow,  he  walked  afterwards  to  Ifle- 
worth,  to  Richmond,  to  Turnham- 
Green,  and  to  London  ;  drank  rum 
and  brandy  at  moft  of  thefe  places : 
and  that  he  attended  his  ordinary 
bufinefs,  without  any  material  incon¬ 
venience,  for  fome  days.  He  was 

at 
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at  length  feized  with  a  fever,  the 
fymptoms  of  which  were  highly  in', 
llammatory,  and  he  died. 

After  his  death,  Mr.  Foot,  who 
had  never  feen  him  during  his  illnefs, 
was  called  in.  Mr.  Foot  himfelf  fays, 
that  he  found  no  fradure :  but  the 
veffels  of  the  brain  were  in  general  in¬ 
flamed,  a  quantity  of  blood  was  found 
between  the  membranes,  and  the  pia 
mater 'was  ruptured.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  his  opinion,  that  Mr.  Clarke’s 
death  was  caufed  by  the  blow. 

Upon  this  evidence  the  tw'o  men 
(Balfe  and  Macquirh)  who  were  at 
Brentford  on  that  day,  were  condem¬ 
ned  for  the  murder  of  Clarke. 

Then  came  the  applications  for  a 
pardon,  which  have  been  already 

mentioned. - Some  of  the  moderate 

men  in  oppofltion,  are  faid  to  have 

reafoned 
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reafoned  thus,  on  this  affair ;  “  what- 
ev^er  may  be  the  conftrudion  of  the 
law,  ’tis  certain  that  the  convicts  did 
not  intend  to  murder  any  perfon; 
and  therefore  their  cafe  drongly  pleads 
the  exertion  ot  that  part  of  the  royal 
prerogative  fo  wifely  ordained  to  tem¬ 
per  judgment  with  mercy.  In  them 
there  was  no  premeditated  malice, 
nor  even  momentary  intention  to  kill 
any  perfon. — It  is  very  common  for 
perfons  who  have  been  drinking  at 
eledlions  to  die,  though  they  have  not 
received  a  blow,  but  in  fuch  a  habit 
of  body  a,  very  flight  wound  may 
prove  fatal;  and  it  is  very  probable, 
that  if  the  unhappy  man  had  been 
properly  taken  care  of,  he  might  have 
recovered.” 

In  confequehce  of  the  doubts  which 
were  thus  fuggefted,  the  affair  was 

ordered 
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ordered  to  be  enquired  into  by  ten 
eminent  furgeons.  Itappeared  to  them, 
from  the  evidence  produced,  that  Mr. 
Clarke’s  principal  complaint  had  been 
a  fever  highly  inflammatory,  but  un¬ 
attended  with  any  fymptoms  indica¬ 
ting  preflure  upon  the  brain.  An  ex- 
travafation  of  fluid  blood  in  the  brain 
from  a  blow  will  always  produce  Ibme 
fymptom  of  preflTure.  In  fevers, 
when  the  inflammation  runs  exceed¬ 
ingly  high,  the  veflels  of  the  brain 
may  be  preternaturally  diftended  ;  a 
rupture  of  fome  of  them  may  and  fre¬ 
quently  does  happen  ;  and  all  the  ap¬ 
pearances  feen  by  Mr.  Foot  may  be 
produced  from  fuch  a  caufe.  It  was 
their  opinion,  therefore,  that  the 
wound  which  was  received  by  Mr. 
Clark  was  not  the  caufe  of  his  death. 

And 
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And  I  am  of  opinion,  that  had  Pvlri 
Foot  attended  or  enquired  carefully 
into  what  happened  before  death, 
and  had  he  refledfed  only  that  there 
was  a  poffibility  of  fuch  appearances 
being  produced  by  a  fever,  he  would 
not  have  been  quite  fo  pohtive  in  his 
decihon.  I  fhall  readily  allow  him 
to  be  a  good  furgeon,  and  will  grant 
him  all  the  merit  of  large  experience 
acquired  both  while  a  Mate  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  while  a  pupil  at  the  Mid- 
dlefex  Hofpital;  but  I  mufl  likewife 
think,  that  fome  fefpedt  is  due  to  ten 
of  the  principal  furgeons  in  London, 
whofe  opinion  was  formed  on  a  care¬ 
ful  comparifon  of  the  fymptoms  pre¬ 
vious  to  death  with  the  appearances 
on  diffedlion ;  and  I  am  perfedlly 
convinced,  that  thofe  who  gave  evi¬ 
dence  with  refpcdl  to  the  firfl,  are  men 
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of  fuch  integrity,  that  what  they  de¬ 
clared  on  fo  folemn  an  occaiion,  they 
would  not  fwerve  from  at  the  bar  of 
a  court  of  juflice.  Mr.  Foot’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cafe  enabled  the  Exami¬ 
ners  to  judge  as  well  as  if  they  had 
been  prefent ;  and  his  opinion,  that 
the  man  might  have  recovered  had 
proper  care  been  taken  of  him,  ju- 
ftifies  their  decillon;  neither  indeed 
does  it  throw  any  refledion  upon  him, 
provided  he  is  fatisfied  that  it  was  not 
incumbent  on  him  to  make  any  en¬ 
quiry  about  the  ftate  of  the  patient 
before  death ;  and  if  his  mind  was 
perfedly  at  eafe  after  giving  fuch  a 
pofitive  opinion  without  the  leaft  qua¬ 
lification  at  the  fame  bar,  where  the 
lives  of  two  of  his  fellow-creatures 
were  fiippofed  to  depend  upon  it. 

Thi* 
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This  does  not  in  the  leaft  arraign 
the  juftice  at  the  Old  Bailey  ;  their 
verdidt  was  founded  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  on  what  Mr.  Foot  faid ;  but 
other  evidence  appearing  before  the 
Examiners,  gave  very  good  realbn  for 
the  opinion  they  fubfcribed  to  on  that 
occafion.  To  fuppofe,  that  any  of 
thefe  gentlemen  were  under  undue 
influence,  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  con- 
fequence,  is  too  malicious  to  admit  ‘ 
of  a  ferious  confutation.  Such  infl- 
nuations  can  proceed  from  the  nrale- 
volencc  of  fadlion  only  ;  and  though 
fome  men,  to  anfwer  their  diabolical 
purpofes,  may  endeavour  to  enforce 
them  on  the  credulous  and  deluded 
multitude,  yet  the  good,  the  fenflble, 
and  unprejudiced,  will  rejedl  the  idea 
with  horror.  It  is  no  difficult  mat-, 
ler  to  aflign  the  motive  of  this  war- 
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war-hoop,  this  death-fong  againft  poor 
Balfe  and  Macquirk.  If  they  are  par¬ 
doned,  adminiftration  is  to  be  abufed 
for  remitting  the  guilt  of  blood.  If 
they  are  executed,  the  very  perfons 
who  fo  eagerly  demanded  their  lives 
will  exclaim,  and  with  very  good 
reafon,  againft  thofe  pufillanimous 
minifters,  who  facrificed  the  proper 
objedts  of  royal  mercy  to  a  factious 
and  inhuman  clamour. 

The  cafe  of  Balfe  and  Macquirk 
was  therefore  like  a  two-edged  fvvord, 
it  would  cut  either  way. — But  ad¬ 
miniftration  wifely  refolved  not  to 
advife  an  extenfton  of  the  royal 
clemency,  till  it  fhould  be  made 
manifeft,  even  by  the  faculty  them- 
•felves,  that  the  convids  were  de- 
ferving  of  a  pardon.  But  this  pru¬ 
dence. 


(  33  ) 

dence,  which  was  not  intended 
to  give  offence  to  any,  has  brought 
down  the  vengeance  of  Mr.  Foot ; 
and  he  has  dealt  about  him  in  a  moft 
unmerciful  manner. 

If  Mr.  Foot  had  confined  his  ap¬ 
peal  to  only  fuch  matters  as  were 
within  his  profefilon,  as  a  furgeon, 
had  made  it  purely  a  chirurgical 
performance ;  it  might  have  had 
fome  weight  with  the  ignorant  part 
of  the  public ;  who  are  not  always 
able  to  inveftigate  intricate  truths.' 
But  having  introduced  the  affair  of 
St.  George’s- fields,  and  an  abundance 
of  other  political  matter,  all  foreign 
to  his  fubjeff,  or  at  lead:  to  what 
ought  to  have  the  only  fubjedl  of  his 
appeal ;  he  has  thoroughly  convin¬ 
ced  the  world,  (notwithftanding 

the 
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the  allertion  he  fets  out  with,  that 
he  is  unconneded  w’ith,  and  difclaims 
all  party)  that  he  is  as  warm  a  friend 
to  a  certain  fadion,  and  as  zealoufly 
attached  to  the  caufe,  as  the  moft 
ambitious  leader  in  it. 
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Mr.  George  Clarke^ 

Who  received  a  blow  at  Brentford  on 
Thurfday  the  Eighth  of  December  laft, 
OF  WHICH  he  languifhed  and  died  on 
Wednefday  the  Fourteenth  of  the  fame 
Month* 
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From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE. 

St.  y antes' s,  March  1 1 . 

HIS  Majefty  has  been  gracioully  pleafed 
to  extend  Ills  Royal  Mercy  to  Edward 
M’QuIrk,  found  guilty  of  the  Murder  of 
George  Clarke,  as  appears  by  the  Royal 
Warrant  to  the  tenor  following. 

GEORGE  R. 

't^^HEREAS  a  doubt  has  arlfen  in  our 
^  ^  Royal  Breaft  concerning  the  evidence 
of  the  death  of  George  Clark,  from  the  re- 
prefentations  of  William  Bromfield,  Efq; 
furgeon,  and  Solomon  Starling,  apothecary; 
l^oth  of  whom,  as  has  been  reprefented  to  us, 
attended  the  deceafed  before  his  death,  and 
expreffed  their  opinions  that  he  did  not  die 
of  the  blow  he  received  at  Brentford  :  And 
whereas  it  appears  to  u.s,  that  neither  of  the 
fald  Pcrfons  were  produced  as  witnejfes  upon 
the  trials  though  the  faid  Solomon  -Starling 
had  beer;  examined  before  the  coroner,  and 
the  only  perfon  called  to  prove  that  the  death 
of  the  faid  George  Clarke  was  occafioned  by 
the  faid  blow,  was  John  Footj  furgeon,  who 
never  Jaw  the  deceafed  till  after  his  death  ;  we 
thought  fit  thereupon  to  refer  the  faid  repre- 
fentations,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Recorder,  of  our  city  of  London,  of  the  evi^ 
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dence  given  by  Richard  and  William  Bealcj, 
and  the  faid  John  Foot,  on  the  trial  of  Edward 
Quirk,  otherwife  called  Edward  Kirk,  other- 
wife  called  Edward  M’Quirk,  for  the  murder 
of  the  faid  Ckrk,  to  the  Matter,  Wardens, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the 
Surgeons  Company,  commanding  them  like- 
wife  to  take  (xxch  further  examination  of  the 
faid  perfons  fq  reprejenting^  and  of faid  John 
Footy  as  they  might  think  neceflary,  together 
with  the  premifles  abovementloned,  to  form 
and  report  to  us  their  opinion,  Whether 
it  did  or  did  not  appear  to  them,  that  the 
faid  George  Clarke  died  in  confequence  of 
the  blow  he  received  in  the  riot  at  Brent- 
ford,  on  the  8th  of  December  laft.”  And 
the  faid  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Surgeons 
Company  having  thereupon  reported  to  us 
their  opinion,  ‘‘  That  it  did  not  appear  to 
them  that  he  did we  have  thought 
proper  to  extend  our  Royal  Mercy  to  him 
the  faid  Edward  Quirk,  otherwife  Edward 
Kirk,  otherwife  called  Edward  M’Quirk, 
and  to  grant  him  our  free  pardon  for  the 
murder  of  the  faid  George  Clark,  of  which 
he  has  been  found  guilty :  Our  will  and 
pleafure  therefore  is,  That  he  the  faid  Ed¬ 
ward  Quirk,  otherwife  called  Edward  Kirk, 
otherwife  called  Edward  M’Quirk,  be  in- 
ferted,  for  the  faid  murder,  in  our  firft  and 
next  general  pardon  that  lhall  come  out  for 
the  poor  conviils  of  Newgate,  ^without  any 

condition 
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condition  whatfoever  ;  and  that  In  the  mean 
time  you  take  bail  for  his  appearance,  in 
order  to  plead  our  faid  pardon.  And  for  fo 
doing  this  fliall  be  your  warrant.  Given  at 
our  Court  at  St,  Jameses,  the  lothDayof 
March,  1769,  in  the  ninth  Year  of  our 
Reign,  .  ^ 

By  His  Majefty’s  Command, 

ROCKFORD. 

To  our  trufty  and  well-beloved 
James  Eyre,  Efq;  Recorder  of 
our  City  of  London,  the  She¬ 
riffs  of  our  faid  City  and 
County  of  MIddlefex,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern. 
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^  ^  ^  apprehend  that  the 
^  difcharge  of  my  duty  in  the 
X  regular  exercife  of  my  profef-. 

would  ever  make  it  necef- 
fary  for  me  to  appeal  to  the 


public.  Much  lefs  could  I 
fuppofe,  that  the  fame  perfon  who  refufed  to 
attend  the  coroners  jury  on  their  inquilition 
into  the  death  of  Mr.  Clarke,  would  be  the 
principal  in  an  attack  on  my  character  for 
having  obeyed  their  fummons. 

However  I  acquit  Mr.  Bromfield  intirely 
of  any  malicious  intention  perfbnally  againfl: 
me,  I  believe  the  fame  motives  would  have 
made  him  aft  the  fame  part  againft  his  brother 
or  his  deareft  friend. 
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But  I  think  it  would  be  a  little  hard  if  in  the 
fhock  of  contending  parties,  the  reputation  of 
an  indifferent  man  who  is  connefted  with  and 
attached  to  neither,  fhould  be  deftroyed,  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  one  of  them.  Sur¬ 
geons  of  any  eminence  were  before  fufficiently 
reluftant  to  attend  on  thefe  occafions.  The 
coroner’s  jury,  the  grand  jury,  and  the  petit 
jury  at  the  Old  Bailey  were  accompanied  with 
difagreeable  circumftances  enough  to  make 
any  one  wifh  to  decline  fuch  fort  of  attendance. 

I  am  afraid  furgeons  will  hereafter  be  more 
than  reluftant,  fince.the  eftablifhment  of  this 
new  court  of  judicature,  the  court  of  exami¬ 
ning  furgeons,  which  is  convened  by  a  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  evidently  to  anfwer  a  particular 
purpofe  :  whofe  members  are  not  upon  oath 
themfelves,  nor  receive  any  evidence  upon 
oath  ;  who  without  infpeBion  of  the  body 
are  to  declare  their  opinion  of  another  man’s 
opinion^  founded  on  infpeBion  of  the  body, 
and  three  times  delivered  upon  oath. 

If  their  determination  fo  obtained  and  fo 
given  jufily  controul  the  verdid:  of  three 
feveral  juries,  ftrengthened  by  the  unanimous' 
approbation  of  the  learned  judges,  what  con- 
clufion  muft  the  public  draw  ?  not  a  very  fa¬ 
vourable  one  I  believe  either  to  juries,  judges, 
or  furgeon. 

I  fay  juries  and  judges,  for  it  is  impoffible 
that  the  imputation  fliould  light  only  on  the 
furgeon. 


The 
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The  verdlft  is  not  founded  on  his  evidence 
alone,  but  on  a  number  of  con  airring  cif  « 
cumftances ;  and  the  education  of  every 
fcholar,  of  every  gentleman,  will  not  permit 
us  to  fuppofe  the  learned in  particular 
fo  totally  ignorant  of  the  human  frame  as  not 
to  be  able  themfelves  to  form  fome  judgment 
of  the  furgeon’s  report.  But  there  is  nothing 
intricate  or  difficult  in  the  cafe  before  us. 
Every  man  of  common  fenfe  in  this  kingdom 
is  a  competent  judge  of  this  qiieftien. 

It  was  proved  that  the  deceafed  Mr.  Clarke 
was  in  perfeft  health  on  Thurfday  the  8th  of 
December,  and  till  the  very  moment  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  blow;  from  that  time  he  Ian- 
guifhed  and  continued  daily  to  grow  worfe 
till  Wednefday  the  14th,  when  he  died.  He 
was  himfelf  fenfible  that  the  blow  would  be 
the  caufe  of  his  death  ;  and  repeatedly  de¬ 
clared  it.  He  lived  only  five  days  and  four-^ 
teeri  hours  after  receiving  the  blow. 

However,  lince  fome  Perfons  feem  very 
defirous  to  believe  that  the  deceafed  Mr. 
Clarke  died  of  a  nervous  fever,  or  a  putrid 
fever,  or  a  drunken  fever,  or  of  any  other 
fever  or  diforder,  or  of  any  thing  but  the 
blow  ;  and  lince  many  reproachful  infinu- 
atlons  have  been  thrown  out  againft  me  and 
my  evidence,  1  will  lay  the  whole  before  the 
public,  as  well  to  convince  them  that  I  have 
never  retracted  my  opinion,  as  to  inform 
them  on  what  it  was  founded.  At  the  fame 
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time  I  declare,  that  I  do  not  mean  by  this 
Appeal,  to  debar  myfelf  from  any  remedy 
to  which  I  may  be  entitled  by  Law,  either 
againft  the  Court  of  Examining  Surgeons, 
or  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  injury  done 
to  my  reputation. 

On  Thurfday  the  15th  of  December, 
1768,  I  was  called  In  by  the  Coroner’s  Jury 
to  examine  the  dead  body  of  Mr.  George 
Clarke,  at  the  White-Hart,  Welbeck-ftreet, 
Cavendifh-Squarc.  Mr.  Walker,  Surgeon, 
had  llkewife  been  fent  for,  fortunately  for 
him^  was  not  at  home.  I  attended,  and  en¬ 
quired  who  had  taken  care  of  the  deceafed  in 
his  illnefs  ?  I  was  anfwered  that  he  had  been 
vlfited  by  Mr.  Starling,  Apothecary,  and  by 
Mr.  Bromfield,  Surgeon.  Mr.  Starling  had 
already  given  his  evidence.  I  defired  Mr. 
Bromfield  might  be  prefent.  I  was  informed 
he  had  been  fent  for  twice,  and  had  refufed 
to  come,  becaufe  he  apprehended  it  might  be 
an  Old  Bailey  bufnefs^  and  for  the  fame  reafon 
would  not  permit  any  of  his  alfiftants  to 
come.  At  the  coroner’s  requeft  I  went 
up  flairs  into  the  room  where  the  body  lay, 
expreffed  my  defire  that  Mr.  Underwood, 
a  Surgeon,  (who  had  been  fent  for  by  Mrs. 
Talbot,  the  aunt  of  the  deceafed)  would 
be  prefent,  waited  fome  time  for  him,  and 
was  informed  that  he  was  gone  away.  I 
then  proceeded  to  examine  the  body,  in  the 
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prefence  of  the  jury,  aflifted  bv  Mr.  Bear- 
croft,  ■  a.  Surgeon  in  his  Majefty'^s  fervice, 
who  had  formerly  lived  with  me  for  his  im¬ 
provement,  and  was  at  this  time  accidentally 
in  Town. 

I  examined  the  body  very  carefully  all 
over,  it  was  not  difcoloiired  in  any  part,  nor 
‘had  any  appearance  of  hurt  or  diforder  of 
any  kind,  except  a  contufed  wound  on  the 
top  of  the  head,  .by  the  iide  of  the  fagitt^I 
future  upon  the  right  parietal  bone  ;  the  fcalp 
■was  elevated  for  a  confiderable  fp ace  round 
the  wound,  the  pericranium  which  natiiraliy 
adheres  firmly  to  the  bone,  was  much  in¬ 
flamed,  and  feparated  from  the  fcull.  After 
clearing  this  part  I  fearched  for  a  fiffure  or 
Ttafture,  but  found  neither  ;  I  then  raifed 
the  whole  of  the  fcalp  and  pericranium,  and 
'  as  frafliiires  are  not  always  to  be  found  under 
the  part  where  there  are  marks  of  external 
Violence,  I  continued  my  examination,  and 
fought  for  what  has  been  called  a  contra 
.fiffure  or  fraflure. :  I  met  with  neither.  I 
tlicn  proceeded  to  faw  the  bone  circularly, 
beginning  at  the  forehead  ;  after  carefully 
raffing  the  upper  part  of  the  fcull,  I  found 
the  dura  mater  (which  is  the  external  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  brain)  greatly  inflamed,  par¬ 
ticularly  under  the  part  v  -hcre  the  blow  was 
gic^cii,  and  here  detached  irom  the  bone,  to 
v/hich  in  a  found  ftate  it  is  clofely  connefted. 
Upon  removing  this  membrane,  I  faw  a 

quantity 
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quantity  of  extravafated  coagulated  blood 
between  it  and  the  pia  mater.  The  pia 
rrtater,  or  interior  covering  of  the  brain,  was 
itfeif  inflamed,  and  fome  of  its  veffeis  rup¬ 
tured  on  the  right  hemifphere  of  the  brain. 
From  thefe  appearances  I  was  led  to  enquire 
into  the  fymptoms  that  attended  the  de- 
ceafed  during  his  illnefs.  I  was  Informed  by 
the  fevcral  deponents,  before  the  coroner  and 
jury,  That  at  firlt  the  deceafed  compiained 
of  pain  in  the  wounded  part  of  his  head,  this 
increafed,  and  was  fucceeded  by  faintnefs^ 
ft  upidi  ty  5  chillinefs,  fick  nefs,  v  omitings,  fever, 
delirium,  and  convuliions,  to  his  death.  He 
was  not  free  from  feme  one  of  thefe  complaints 
from  the  time  of  his  receiving  the  blow  till 
he  expired.  At  the  fame  time  I  was  told,  that 
Mr.  Bromfield  was  called  in  only  on  the  day 
that  Clarke  died,  when  he  ordered  his  head  to 
be  ftraved ;  but  did  not  even  examine  the 
wound.  Mr.  Bromfleld  faw  him  no  more, 
for  he  died  the  fame  night. 

The  coroner  then  proceeded  to  take  the  de- 
pofitions,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

Middlesex.  Marybone^  Dec,  15,  1768. 

White -Hart  r,  Welbeck-Jlreet, 
touching  the  Death  of  George 
Clark,  then  and  there  lying- 
dead, 

Solomon  Starling,  of  Prlnces-Street, 
near  Hanover  -  Square,  Apothecary,  faith, 
laft  Monday  he  was  called  in  to  attend  the 
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deceafed,  that  he  went  and  found  the  de- 
ceafed  in  a  violent  fever  in  bed  ;  that  he  ap» 
plied  proper  remedies ;  that  he  attended  him 
the  next  day,  and  found  him  not  better,  and 
defired  further  advice,  upon  which  Mr, 
Bromfield  the  Surgeon  was  fent  for,*  but  the 
witnefs  w^as  not  prefcnt  when  he  came,  but 
adminiftered  the  remedies  Mr.  Bromfield  ad-- 
vifed,  and  attended  the  deceafed  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day,  but  found  him  no  better ; 
fays  the  deceafed’s  brain  was  affefted,  for  he 
found  an  abfence  of  mind  and  frequent  flut- 
terings,  which  a  violent  fever  will  caufe  ; 
that  he  called  the  next  morning,  and  was  in¬ 
formed  the  deceafed  w^as  dead  of  the  fever,  but 
what  was  the  caufe  of  the  fever  he  cannot  fav. 

■  SOLOMON  STARLING. " 

William  Beale,  of  Marybone,  fays. 
That  on  the  8th  of  December  Inft.  he  was 
at  the  eleftion  at  Brentford,  and  the  deceafed 
flood  next  to  him  clofe  to  the  rail  at  the 
Huftings ;  that  about  half  after  two  a  mob 
arofe  and  a  riot  eiifued,  and  the  witnefs  re¬ 
ceived  a  blow  on  the  left  wrift  and  another 
on  the  head,  by  a  fliort  flick  or  bludgeon ; 
that  the  deceafed  flood  next  to  him,  but  the 
witnefs  being  afraid  of  being  killed,  made  the 
beft  of  his  way  out  of  the  croud,  and  did 
not  fee  the  deceafed  ftruck,  but  in  a  very 
fliort  time  after,  about  a  minute,  the  deceafed 
came  to  the  witnefs  in  the  yard  of  the  Three 
Pigeons,  all  of  a  gore  blood  from  the  head 
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and  neck  ;  that  then  they  went  together  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Horne’s,  at  Brentford,  and  with 
Richard  Beale,  went  through  the  yard  of  his 
hoiife  Into  the  Church- Yard,  and  got  over 
the  wall  to  fave  themfelves,  being  afraid  of 
their  lives,  and  from  thence  went  to  Ifle- 
worth,  the  deceafed  being  ftlll  bleeding; 
that  when  they  got  to  Ifleworth  the  deceafed 
pulled  off  his  hat  and  ftock,  and  the  witnefs 
lent  him  his  handkerchief  to  hide  the  blood 
which  came  from  a  wound  near  the  top  of 
the  head,  the  witnefs*  then  bathed  the  dc- 
ceafed’s  head  and  wound,  and  llkewlfe  hb 
own  hand,  with  fome  rum,  and  then  fet  out 
for  home  ;  that  in  coming  home  the  deceafed 
complained  of  his  being  faint ;  that  they 
called  at  a  publlc-houfe  on  Turnham-Green, 
and  with  Richard  Beale,  had  a  quartern  of 
brandy  together,  and  from  thence  came  di» 
reftly  to  Marybone,  where  the  deceafed’s 
head  was  dreft,  and  that  they  all  three  went 
to  the  Queen’s-Head  at  Marybone ;  that  the 
deceafed,  at  Mr.  Horne’s,  Informed  the  wit- 
nefs  and  Richard  Beale,  that  he  had  been 
knocked  down  with  a  fliort  flick  or  bludgeon, 
by  fome  ruffian  whom  he  knew  not,  which 
he  has  frequently  repeated ;  that  he  faw  him 
cn  Friday  laft  and  he  was  very  had^  and  on 
the  Saturday  worfe^  when  be  was  blooded, 
nor  did  he  appear  better  on  the  Sunday^  but 
on  Monday  in  the  evening  he  was  in  body 
worfe^  and  all  in  a  fweat ;  that  on  the  Sun¬ 
day 
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day  t&e  dcceafed  declared  to  the  wltnefs  that 
he  was  forry  he  had  been  at  Brentford,  for 
he  was  of  opinion  the  blow  would  be  his 
death ;  that  the  wltnefs,  alfo  Richard  Beale, 
and  the  deceafed,  were  all  very  fbber  ;  hath 
known  the  deceafed  about  three  years  laft 
paft,  and  never  knew  him  fubjeft  to  drink, 
and  was  well  in  health  before  he  was  at  the 
Huftings, 

WILLIAM  BEALE. 

Richard  Beale,  of  Marybone,  Peruke- 
maker^  faith,  That  he  was  at  Brentford  on 
the  8th  of  December,  with  William  Beale 
and  others,  where  he  went  with  the  deceafed 
to  the  Huftings  between  two  and  three 
o’clock,  when  a  mob  and  riot  enfued  ;  that 
he  did  not  fee  the  deceafed  knocked  down$ 
but  faw  him  down,  or  was  down  with  his 
hands  tnw^ards  the  ground ;  that  after  they 
met  at  the  Three  Pigeons  yard,  from  thence 
they  went  to  Parfon  Horne’s,  and  went  thro’ 
the  yard  of  his  houfe  into  the  Church  Yard, 
and  went  over  a  w^all,  being  afraid  of  their 
li  /es;  that  from  thence  went  to  Illeworth, 
the  deceafed  being  ftill  bleeding;  that  Wil¬ 
liam  Beale  lent  the  deceafed  a  handkerchief 
to  hide  the  blood  which  came  from  a  wound 
from  the  top  of  the  head,  which  was  then 
bathed  with  rum  by  Mr.  William  Beale ; 
that  in  coming  home  he  complained  of  his 
head  and  being  faint,  and  at  Turnham- 
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Green  they  had  a  quartern  of  brandy  ;  that 
after  they  came  to  Marybone  to  Mr.  William 
Beale’s,  where  the  deceafed’s  head  was  dreft, 
and  they  then  went  to  the  Queen’s-Head  at 
Marybone,  where  the  deceafed  faid'he  had 
received  a  blow  at  Brentford,  which  greatly 
pained  him,  butthat  he  knew  not  from  whom; 
that  there  was  a  great  mob  and  riot  at  Brent¬ 
ford,  and  that  they  were  glad  to  get  away  to 
fave  their  lives ;  that  he  hath  not  feen  the 
deceafed  fince  alive ;  that  he  hath  known 
the  deceafed  about  three  years,  and  never 
knew  him  fubjeft  to  drink,  and  was  well  in 
health  before  he  was  at  the  huftings. 

RICHARD  BEALE. 


Henry  Francis,  of  Mary  bone, Goal  Mer¬ 
chant,  faith,  that  on  the  8th  of  December,  he 
was  not  at  the  eleftion  at  Brentford,  but  in 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day  he  was  at  the 
Queen’s  -  Head,  at  Marybone,  in  company 
with  the  deceafed,  the  two  Beales,  and  others 
where  the  deceafed  complained  he  had  been 
very  ill  ufed  at  Brentford,  and  had  been 
knocked  down  there  with  a  flick  or  bludgeon, 
and  then  pulled  off  his  hat  which  was  bloody, 
alfo  a  white  rag  in  the  hat  and  the  hanker- 
chief  about  his  neck,  and  the  fhirt  and  coat 
were  very  bloody  ;  that  the  witnefs  had  the 
curiofity  to  take  a  candle  and  examine  the 
wound  on  the  top  of  the  deceafed’s  head, 
when  the  head  appeared  much  fwollen,  and 

the 
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the  hair  clotted  with  the  blood  ;  that  he  fat 
next.him,  that  the  deceafed  cftf  ii  faid  his  head 
was  very  bad,  and  that  he  muft  go  liome, 
and  wifhed  he  was  in  bed,  - 

HENRY.  FRANCIS., 

i 

Thomas  Crosby,  of  Marybooe,  Goachtnan 
to  Mrs.  Hii filer,  faith,  that  about  five  o’clock^ 
on  Monday  in  the  evening  he  faw  the  de- 
ceafed  in  bed  ill ;  that  he  ftaid  with  him  about 
an  hour  and  an  half,  In  which  time  he  ap¬ 
peared  fometimes  fenfible  and  fometimes 
upon  the  flighty  order ;  fays  the  deceafed  faid 
nothing  to  him  otherwlfe  than  Tom  or  Tho¬ 
mas,  when  he  w\as  fenfible,  when  he  was  in-  , 
fenfible  he  would  mutter  out  Brentford  elec-? 
tion  and  I  fhall  die  to  night ;  that  during  the 
time  he  was  infenfible  he  twitched  at  the  - 
flieets  and  pulled  one  of  them  out,  and  would .  - 
have  flung  it  away.  That  he  fat  up  with  4- 
him  all  night  on  Monday  night  laft  during 
which  time  he  was  infenfible. 

THOMAS  CROSBY. 

J^ll  Severally  taken j  &c,  . 

£.  Ufufrevilk^  Coroner.  .  ^ 

Saint  Mary 4e-^hone^  Weibeck-  - 
Street^  December  15,  1768, 

Thefe  are  to  certify  that  I  have  examined 
'the  body  of  Mr*  George  Clarke,  and  found 
a  wound  on  the  upper  part  of  the  head  with 
the  fealp  much  brnifed  ;  on  opening  the  head 

there 
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there  appeared  a  quantity  of  extravafated 
blood  under  the  dura  mater,  and  the  veflels 
of  the  pla  mater  and  brain  were  turgid  with 
blood  and  ruptured ;  from  thefe  appearances 
(I  do  verily  believe  to  the  beft  of  my  judg¬ 
ment)  that  his  death  was  owing  to  the  afore- 
faid  wound. 

JOHN  FOOT,  Surgeon. 

Sworn^ 

Willful  Murder  by  fome  Perfoii  or 
Perfons  unknown. 

It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that  after  the 
depofition,  Mr.  Starling  being  alked  by  fome 
'  of  the  jury  what  he  thought  was  the  caufe  of 
the  fever,  anfwered,‘^moft  certainly  the  blow^ 
1  havebeen  an  Apothecary  of  the  Hall  ilear 
forty  years,  and  would  be  very  cautious 
what  1  fay,  but  there  is  no  doubt  the  blow 
was  the  cause  of  the  fever. 

On  Wednefday^  January  ii,  1769,  A 
bin  of  indi<ftment  was  found  by  the  Grand 
Jury  at  Hicks’s-Hall,  againft  Balfe  and  Mac 
Quirk,  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  George  Clarke. 

On  the  Saturday  following,  January  14^ 
the  trial  came  on  at  the  Old  Bailey. 

The  following  is  that  part  of  the  evidence 
which  relates  to  the  caufe  of  Clarke’s  death, 
as  taken  from  the  Seffions  Paper, 
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Richard  Beal  Swcrv., 

Examined  iy  Serjeant  'Leigh. 

CmnJeL  Are  you  a  voter  .for  Middicfe'x.  ? 

BeaL  No.  •  ’  ^ 

Counjel.  Did  you  know  Geoxge  Glarlee  ? 

R.  Beal.  Very  well. 

Coimfei.  Did- you  go  with  him  to  Brentford  ?  . 
R.  BeaL  No»  , 

CmnfiL  Did  you  fee  him  there  ? 

R<  BeaL  Yes. 

C{riiufeL  Where  was  he  when  you  faw  him  > 

R.  Beal.  I  and  Mr.  William  Beal  were  upon 
the  HuiBngs,  and  WIr.  William  Beal,  who  is  my 
coulin,  faw  Mn  Clarke^  and  brought  liiin,  up 
to  me.  ' 

Counfsl:  Is  EvTr.  William  Beal  a  freeholder  ?  ■ 
jR.  Beat  Yes.  ■  . 

Wrhat  time  v/as  this  '  '  * 

Ah  BmL  About  half  anliour  after  one  o’clock. 
Counfel.  What  part  of  the-  Nuifings  were-  you, 
William  Beal,  and  the  deccafed  at  ? 

R.  BeaL  At  the  hither  part, ,  the  lowefi  fide 
near  the  corner. 

ComJeL  is  that  the  fide  where  the,  door  was,  or 
ihe  oppofite  fide,  .  '  “ 

R.  BeaL  The  door  went  in  at  one  end,- B  be¬ 
lieve  .  .  .  ■  ■ 

CoujijeL  Vfasiton  the  left  or  right?.  , 

B.  BeaL  I'he  left.  .  ’ 

GcunfeL  WTen  you  was  there  firfi,  at  half  an 
hour  afLer  oae^.-  was  there  any  riot^  or  was  the 
place  quiet  ^ 

R.  BeaL  ‘Very  quiet  at  that  time.' 

CourfiL  Hew  -long  did  you  fiay  there,  before 
you  perceived  any  riot? 


R.  Beal, 
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R  BcaL  When  Mr,  I'omlin  and  Mr.  Clarke 
came  up,  they  ailccd  William  Beai  and  me,  if 
we  had  any  thing  to  drii^k;  they  told  me  they 
had  not  drank  lince  the  morning,  which  was  at 
the  Three  Pigeons',  d  hen  he  afks^d  us  if  we 
would  go  down  as  far  as  Mn  Hornets  :  this  was 
about  half  an  hour  after  one.  We  went  there. 

CounjcL  Did  you  return  ? 

R,  Beal,  We  had,  I  believe,  two  glailes  of 
wine  there,  I  cannot  be  fure  to  a  glafs,  it  might 
be  two,  orlefs. 

Counfd,  Did  you  retmm  to  the  Huiiings  from 
Mr.  Horne’s  ? 

R.  Beal.  When  we  came  to  Mr,  Horne’s 
there  was  Mr.  Wildcn,  Mr.  Whitwell,  and  two 
t>ther  freeholders,  Mr,  Wildeo  faid  to  Mr. 
William  Beal,  If  all  was  cjuiet,  he  would  go  up 
and  give  his  vote,  Mr,  Beal  faid  it  was  very 
quiet,  and  he  thought  he  might  go  up  very  fafe, 

CounfeL  Was  Mr,  Wilden  an  infirm  man  r 

R.  BeaL  A  very  elderly  man, 

CounfeL  What  lime  was.  this  ? 

R,  BeaL  About  two  o’clock,  or  a  little  better. 

CounfeL  Did- the  deceafed  Mr.  George  Clarke 
go  up? 

R.  BeaL  He  went  with  me. 

CounfeL  Did  he  go  to  the  Hufbngs  then  ? 

R.  BeaL  Yes. 

CounfeL  T o  what  part  ? 

R,  BeaL  To  where  we  went  before. 

CounfeL  Did  you  get  admiffion  to  the  Hu  (lings? 

R,  BeaL  Yes ;  Mr.  Whit  well  hai  polled. 

CounfeL  Now  tell  the  court  what  you  Qbferved 
of  this  riot. 


■ '  JJ.  BeaL 
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R.  Beal.  Juft  as  Mi\  Wilden  had  dor.e  giviiig 
his  vote,  they  came  round  both  lides  of  the  Huft- 
ings,  and  through  the  Huftings. 

CounfeL  Which  ftde  the  Huftings  did  they 
come  up  to  firftj  that  where  you  were  ftanding, 
or  the  other  ? 

R.  BeaL  That  I  cannot  fay  ;  they  came  oh 
both  ftdes,  and  through. 

CounfeL  Did  you  fee  the  mob  commit  any 
adis  of  violence  ? 

R.  BeaL  I  cannot  fay  that  I  faw  one  ftruck, 

I  faw  fome  down,  but  did  not  fee  any  blows 
given.  We  were  then  going  away  from  the 
Huftings;  Mr.  Clarke  was  on  one  ftde,  Mr. 
Wildcn  and  I  on  the  other.  We  were  got  three 
or  four  yards  from  the  Huftings,  going  down 
to  the  Three  Pigeons.  I  did  not  fee  the  blow 
given ;  but  going  down  the  Three  Pigeons 
Yard,  Mr.  Clarke  overtook  us,  after  he  had 
received  the  b  ow.  I  had  not  mifted  him. 
At  firft  I  faw  him  almoft  down  upon  his  hands 
near  th^  ground  a  little  below  the  Huftings. 

'  Counjel.  Did  he  appear  falling  or  ftooping  ? 

-  R.  BeaL  I  was  frighted  very  much.  There 
was  a  riot  at  that  time.  Mr.  Clarke  recovered 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  could,  and  came  down  to 
us.  We  were  then  at  the  gate-way,  going  down 
to  the  Three  Pigeons. 

CounfeL  What  diftance  was  you  from  him, 
when  you  faw  him  near  the  ground  } 

R,  BeaL  I  might  be  an  hundred  yards  diftance. 
(I  V  ill  not  be  pofitive.)  When  he  came  up  to 
us,  we  were  not  quite  at  the  ThreC'-Pigeons, 
I  happened  to  'ee  the  blood,  it  ran  down  the 
right  ftdf"  of  his  head,  upon  his  coat.  He  wore 
liis  owii  hair.  It  was  tied  behind.  The  blood 

came- 


from  the  upper  part  of  his  head,  rather  oil 
the  right  fide.  He  faid  he  did  not  know  that 
his  head  was  broke,  tid  he  faw  the  blood  running 
dowiq  frorn  under  his  hat  down  his  arm. 

CounfeL  Did  you  make  any  application  in 
icr  to  relieve  him  ? 

R,  BeaL  I  afked  him  if  he  knew  who  ftruck 
him.  He  faid  it  was  fome  great  fellow,  but  who 
he  did  not  know.  We  went  away  to  Parfon 
Horne’s  houfe  again. 

CounfeL  When  you  came  to  Mr.  Horne’s  houfe 
did  you  examine  this  man’s, head  ?  . 

R.  BeaL  The  people  faid  the  mob  were  com¬ 
ing  to  Parfon  Horne’s  houfe,  to  pull  the  houfe 
down.  We  made  through  the  houfe  into  the 
church-yard,  where  Mr.  William  Beale  lent  him 
a  handkerchief,  and  wiped  off  the  blood  with  it 
in  the  church-yard. 

*  CounfeL  From  thence  where  did  you  go? 

R,  BeaL  We  went  through  the  church-yard^ 
and  over  a  wall,  and  up  into  Brentford.  He 
pulled  his  own  flock  off,  which  was  vafliy  bloody, 
and  put  Mr.  Beale’s  handkerchief  over  his  neck. 
We  got  over  the  wall  into  Brentford  Town,  and 
from  thence  to  Ifleworth.  We  went  into  fome 
public-houfe  there,  and  had  fomethingto  drink, 
and  got  a  glafs  of  rum  there,  and  cut  fome  of 
his  hair  off,  and  Mr.  William  Beal  bathed  dxe 
wound  with  a  little  rum.  He  feemed  to  be  in 
tolerable  good  fpirlts.  From  thence  we  went  ta 
the  river,  and  over  to  Richmond,  (we  were  all 
on  foot)  and  from  Richmond  to  Kew,  and  over 
Kew-Bridge ;  thence  to  Turnham-Green  Then 
Mr.  Clarke  complained  that  he  was  faint,  and 
that  his  head  pained  him  a  good  deal.  He  faid  he 
fiiould  be  glad  to  have  fomething  to  drink. 
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We  went  into  a  houfe  and  had  a  quartern  oh 
brandy.  Then  we  came  on  for  London,  cinei 
came  .to  Mr.  William  Bf^al's, lodgings,  in  Gr  at 
Marybone-fireet. .  There  forne  of  his  peo;oL% 
and  the  landlord,  bathed  Mr.  Clarke’s  head  with 
a  little  tindturc  of  myrrh.  We  hctd  a  fiioper. 
dreiTed  there.  Mr,  Clarke  ate  very  little.  1  hen 
we  avent  to  Marybone,  to  the  Queen VHead 
there.  We  had  a  pot  of  beer. .  Mr.  Clarke 
drank  once,  and  Mr.  William  Beal  oiice.  Mr. 
WiHiaih  Beal  fell  afieep,  being  tired,  w'alking  in 
boots.  Mr.  Clarke,  in  about  half  an  hour  v/ent. 
away,  without  faying  any  thing.  I  d‘d  not  fee 
any  more  of  him  till  he  was  dead  ;  then  I  faw 
him -at  his  aunt’s,  in  Wellbank-ftrect,  the  day 
after  he  was  dead.  He  dien  there, 

GounfeL  When  did  he  die  ? 

BeaL  He  died  the  igtfi  of  December,  at  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  White-Hart^  in  Well- 
bank-Street, 

ComifeL  Was  he  in  liquor,  or  fober,  at  the  time 
he  received  the  wound. 

B€aL  He  w^as  fober :  he  was  a  very  fober 
man. 

CounfeL  What  age  was  he  ? 

BeaL  He  was  twenty-two  years  of  age, 

CounfeL  How .  was  he  as  to  health  at  that 
time  ?  ... 

BeaL  He  was  a  very  healthy  man.  I  knew 
him  three  years.  I  never  knew  him  ailing. 

CounfeL  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  that  he 
received  the  hurt  ? 

BeaL  It  might  be  between  two  and  three 
©’clock  when  he  w^ent  out. 

•  /  .  ^  /  Mr. 
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Mr.  fViUiam  Beal  fivorn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  bnpey. 

W.  Beal.  I  am  a  freeholder  in  the  county  of 
MIddlefex.  I  believe  I  fet  out  from  Weftminfter 
between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning  :  I  be^ 
lieve  I  got  to  Brentford  by  ten.  Mr.  Clarke 
the  deceafed,  came  to  the  Huhings  to  me  about 
half  an  hoijr  after  one  ;  from  thence  we  went  to 
Mr.  Horne’s,  and  had  a  giafs  of  wine  or  two 
each. 

CounfeL  Was  that  all  you  drank  ? 

W.  Beal.  I  believe  we  had  no  more.  Mr, 
Wilden,  Richard  Beal,  and  Mr.  Martin,  were 
there.  They  aiked  me,  if  I  had  given  my  vote  ? 
1  faid  I  had.  They  afked  me  if  every  thing  was 
lafe  ?  I  faid  there  was  no  riot  then.  Some  of 
them  aiked  me,  if  I  would  go  along  with  them  ? 
I  faid  I  would.  George  Clarke  and  Richard 
Beal,  went  with  me  We  went  together  to  the 
Huftings,  while  Mr.  Wilden,  and  two  or  three 
others,  1  will  not  be  fure  whether  two  or  three, 
were  giving  their  votes.  I  believe  they  might 
have  done,  but  cannot  be  fure.  A  mob  came 
from  the  op  polite  part,  and  began  at  the  corner 
next  to  the  Three  Pigeons  Yard,  and  then  came 
round,  clearing  the  people  away  before  them. 
Mr.  Clarke  feemed  to  be  afraid  :  I  faid,  Do  not 
be  afraid,  for  I  hope  there  will  be  no  hurt. 
I  turned  myfelf  round,  and  faw  them  draw  their 
bludgeons  from  under  their  great  coats.  I  had 
a  dick  in  my  hand  ;  I  put  it  over  my  head,  and 
put  my  left  hand  upon  my  head;  they  beat  my 
flick  down,  and  flruck  me  over  the  ieftjiand, 
which  fwclled  my  hand.  I  .received  another 
blow  on  the  fide  of  my  head  ;  then  I  ran  into 
the  yard  belonging  to  the  Three  Pigeons.  I 
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had  not  been  there  above  a  minute  or  two, 
before  Mr.  George  Clarke  came  to  me  all  in  a 
gore  of  blood.  It  iffued  from  the  right  fide, 

rather  backwardcr,  of  his  head,  n  ar  the  top, 
and  ran  down  his  cloaths.  From  thence  we 
^ent  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Hornets. 

CmnfeL  Who  went  with  you  ? 

W.BeaL  &ich^Lvd.  Beal,  Mr,  George  Clarke, 
Mr.  Wilden,  and  Mr.  Whit  well,  a  gardener. 
The  people  at  the  door  fa  id,  the  mob  were 
coming  to  pull  the  houfe  down.  We  went  out 
at  the  back  door,  into  the  church-yard,  and 
from  thence  we  turned  to  the  right  hand,  and 
got  over  the  wall,  and  then  we  went  to  IQeworth. 
We  flopped  at  a  public-houfe,  and  Richard 
Beal  took  fome  of  the  hair  from  the  wound  that 
Mr.  Clarke  had  received,  and  I  bathed  it  with 
fome  rum.  After  that  I  bathed  my  own  left 
hand  with  fome  rum :  then  we  fet  out  to  go 
home.  We  firfi  went  over  the  water  to  Rich- 
-mond,  then  over  Kew~bridge,  then  to  Turnham- 
Green.  Mr.  Clarke  faid  he  feemed  to  be  faint, 
then  we  had  fome  brandy. 

CounfeL  How  much  brandy  ? 

W.  Beal.  A  quartern.  Then  we  went  Ca 
my  lodgings  in  Great  Marybone  Street,  and 
had  fame  pork.  Mr.  Clarke  eat  but  very  little. 

CounfeL  Did  he  drink  any  thing  ? 

W.  Beal.  He  drank  a  little  quantity  of  rum, 
i  believe..  We  went  from  thence  to  the  Queen’s 
Head  at  Marybone,  and  called  for  a  pot  of  beef. 
There  I  went  to  lleep,  and  did  not  know  when 
Mr.  Clarke  went  away. 

CounfeL  Did  you  fee  him  after  this  ? 

W,BeaL  I  did;  I  faw  him  on  the  Friday. 
The  rleftion  was  on  the  8  th,  and  I  faw  hiim  the 

next 
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next  day.  I  afked  him  how  he  did?  he  fai.d 
he  was  very  inJifierent. 

CcunfeL  Did  you  fee  him  after  that  Friday  ? 

Beal.  I  faw  him  on  the  Saturday  ;  he  had" 
been  let  blood  on  the  Saturday,  I  afked  him  how 
he  was  ?  he  faid  he  was  no  better,  I  faw  him 
again  on  the  Sunday  ;  I  alked  him  how  he  did 
then  ?  he  faid  he  wilhed  he  had  never  been  at 
Brentford.  I  faid.  Why  ?  he  faid,  the  blow  he  re* 
ceived  there,  he  believed  would  be  his  death. 

CcunfeL  Did  you  afk  him  if  he  knew  the  per-- 
fon  that  gave  him  the  blow  ? 

fV,  Beal.  I  did.  He  faid  it  was  a  ruffian  or 
great  fellow  that  gave  him  the  blow,  but  he  did 
hot  know  the  man. 

CcunfeL  Did  you  fee  him  after  the  Sunday  ? 

JV.  BeaL  I  faw  him  on  the  Monday  evening. 
He  was  then  very  bad  in  bed.  I  thought  he  was 
not  fit  to  be  talked  to.  When  I  was  coming 
away,  he  put  his  hand  out  of  bed,  and  faid,  Mr, 
Beal,  will  you  fhake  hands  with  me  ?  I  faid  I 
would.  I  did,  and  parted,  and  never  faw  him  after, 

CcunfeL  Was  he  fober  at  the  time  he  received 
the  blow  ? 

LF.  BeaL  He  was  as  fober  as  I  am  this  minute ; 
he  was  as  fober  and  honed:  a  young  man,,  as  ever 
I  faw  ^  he  was  a  young  man  that  I  never  heard  a 
bad  word  come  out  of  his  mouth  to  my  know^* 
ledge. 

CcunfeL  How  was  he  for  health  before  this  ? 

W.  BeaL  He  was  in  as  good  health  when  at 
Brentford,  as  I  am  at  this  time. 

Mr.  John  Foot  fworn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Adair o 

Mro  Foot.  I  am  a  furgeon» 

D  CounfeC 


(  26  ) 

CounfeL  Do  you  remember  bemg  called  In, 
upon  any  occalion,  to  fee  the  body  of  George 
Clarke  ? 

Foot,  f  was  called  in  on  Thiirfday  the  igth  of 
December,  at  a  public-houfe  in  Wellbank-Street, 
by  the  coroner^  to  examine  a  wound  on  the  head 
of  the  body  of  George  Clarke. 

CounfeL  Did  you  examine  the  wound  ? 

Foot  A  did.  The  hair  on  his  head  was  full  of  fand. 
I  found  upon  the  crown  of  the  head  was  aconlufed 
wound  ;  I  raifed  the  fcalp  round  the  wound,  and 
examined  it  with  my  probe ;  and  found  the 
fcalp  elevated  about  four  inches  round.  The  pe¬ 
ricranium,  the  immediate  covering  of  the  icull, 
was  much  inflamed.  After  removing  the  peri¬ 
cranium,  Texamined  the  fcull  itfclf;  I  found  no 
ihTure,  nor  fradlure.  I  then  raifed  the  fcalp  op- 
polite  to  the  wound  the  contrary  fide,  in  order 
to  difeover,  if  I  could,  v^^hat  we  call  a  contra- 
frafiure  or  fiffure.  I  found  neither.  1  then 
raifed  the  fcalp  round  the  whole  of  the  head, 
and  found  none  at  all.  I  then  opened  the  head 
the  ufual  way,  I  found  under  the  dura  mater, 
which  is  the  firfi:  covering  that  lies  under  the 
fcull,  a  quantity  of  extravafated  blood,  and  the 
dura  mater  itfelf  v/as  much  inflamed.  I  then 
examined  the  iirft  covering  of  the  brain.  The 
interior  covering  i  found  to  be  in  a  great  fiate 
of  iiiliammation,  and  the  veiTels  quite  fwelled 
with  blood  5  and  that  one  part  of  it  was  ruptured, 
bat  the  refi;  of  the  brain  was  in  a  healthy  fiate.  _ 

CounfeL  Do  you,  from  any  or  all  of  the  appear¬ 
ances,  apprehend  what  occafioned  his  death  ? 

Foot,  To  The  befi  of  my  opinion,  the  wound 
he  received  on  his  head,  was  the  caufeof  his  death. 


If 
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If  it  fhoiild  be  afked  why  my  evidence  a 
the  Old  -  Bailey  was  not  fuller,  and  more 
technical  ;  1  anfwer  that  I  was  fpeaking  to 
a  jury,  and  thought  it  my  duty  to  be  Intel¬ 
ligible  rather  than  fcientific.  I  anfwer  that 
the  judges  and  the  jury  were  thoroughly 
fadsfied  that  Clarke  died  of  the  blow.  I 
anfwer,  that  this  point  was  admitted  even 
by  the  prifoners’  own  numerous,  ingenious 
and  tndujlrmts  counfel ;  w^ho,  on  applkation 
made  to  them,  declined  to  alk  me  any  far¬ 
ther  queftlons. 

On  Friday,  February  3,  Mr.  Bromfield 
fent  a  meffage  to  my  houfe,  that  he  clelired 
to  fee  me  in  Conduit-Street,  I  immediately 
waited  on  him.  He  afked  me  the  particulars 
refpefting  the  appearances  I  found  in  the 
head  of  the  deceafed  Mr.  Clarke,  I  minutely 
Informed  him.  After  which  he  faid  that  he 
fuppofed  he  was  loft  for  want  of  care,  adding 
that  he  fuppofed  the  apothecary  had  com¬ 
mitted  an  error  wdth  Mr.  Clarke  in  treating 
a  •  co77CuJjion  of  the  brain  as  if  it  had  been 
a  nervous  fever.  I  replied  that  it  might  be 
fo.  I  acquainted  him  how  much  I  had 
wifhed  that  he  had  been  prefent  at  the  time 
of  opening  the  head  ;  and  told  him  that  I 
was  informed  that  he  fuppofed  It  would  be 
attended  with  many  inconveniences ;  as  it 
might  fubjeft  him  to  be  fubpoena’d  on  the 
trial ;  w'hich  he  acknowledged.  We  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  talk  of  the  particular  circumftances 

attending 
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at.enoing  the  riot  at  Brentforcl.  Mr.  Brom- 
field  .exculpated  Sir  William  Beauchamp 
Proftor  ;  and  faid  that  a  party  of  men  hired 
by  Serjeant  Glynn,  with  Sir  WilHam  Beau¬ 
champ  Proftor’s  labels  in  their  hats,  making 
a  regular  attack  on  the  huftings,  and  crying 
Proftcr  for  ever,  was  a  piece  of  great  general- 
fhip  in  the  Serjeant ;  I  replied  that  1  could 
not  thhik  fo,  becaufe  Serjeant  Davy  in  the 
Sheriff's  room  had  told  me,  during  the  trial, 
that'  he  fhoiild  bring  the  clearefi:  proof  in  the 
world  that.  Mr.  Glynn  had  hired  them  ;  and 
as  he  produced  no  proof  whatever  of  that 
fort,  I  concluded  he  could  not,  and  that  it  was 
not  fo. 

On  the  1 5th  of  February,  Mr.  Eromfield 
met  me  at  Mr.  Clare’s,  in  Oxford-Road 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  de- 
fired  I  would  go  with  him  to  meet  Meffrs. 
Ranbv  and  Middleton,  at  Mr.  Hawkins’s 
in  Pall-Mall ;  who  wanted  to  talk  with  me 
relative  to  the  deceafed  Mr.  Clarke.  I 
anfwered  him  that  I  was  forry  he  had  not 
given  me  previous  notice  of  the  meeting, 
that  I  had  a  patient  to  fee  and  would  difpatch 
that  engagement  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  wait 
on  them.  I  went  to  Mr.  Hawkins’s,  and 
found  there  Meffrs.  Ranbv,  Middleton,  and 
Eromfield ;  Mr.  Ranby  faid  that  Mr.  Star¬ 
ling,  an  apothecary,  had  figneda  paper  that 
the  deceafed  died  of  a  fever;  I  anfwered  it 
was  not  material  to  me  what  he  had  figned. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Ranby  alked  me  if  I  had  not  declared 
it  a’S  my  opinion  to  Mr.  Bromfield  that  in 
cafe  the  deceafed  had  had  early  care  taken 
of  him,  attended  with  large  evacuations  by 
bleeding,  opening  medicines,  &c.  &c.  that 
there  might  have  been  a  probability  of  his 
recovering;.  I  told  him  that  I  had.  Mr. 
Ranby  faid  if  T  would  fpecify  thefe  fentiments ' 
in  writing  it  would  be  an  aft  of  real  huma¬ 
nity,  that  it  would  be  laid  before  his  Majefty, 
and  might  be  of  great  fervice  to  the  two  ma- 
Icfaftors.  I  accordingly  drew  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing  and  figned  it, 

COPY. 

I  JOHN  FOOT,  Surgeon,  of  Holies^ 
Street,  Cavendifh-Square,  declare  that  it  is 
my  opinion,  that  in  cafe  proper  and  early 
care  (  accompanied  by  neceffary  evacuations) - 
had  been  taken  of  the  deceafed  Mr.  George 
Clarke,  whofe  head  I  examined  on  Thurfday 
December  the  15th,  1768.  That  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  he  would  have  recovered. 

Of  thefe  fentiments  I  acquainted  the  aunt 
at  her  houfe  previous  to  the  trial. 

Holles-Street,  JOHN  FOOT, 

■  Feb.  15,  1769. 

'  The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  paper 
delivered  by  Mr.  Foot  to  us. 

mtnefs  M.  RANBY, 

D.  MIDDLETON, 
W.  BROMFIELD. 

Mr. 
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Mn  Ranby  then  returned-  me  many 
thanks,  declared  it  was  a  humane  generous 
and  that  It  did  not  invalidate  in  the 
leaft  my  former  teftimony.  Mr,  Ranby 
invited  -me  to  dine  with  him,  which  I  de** 
dined. 

After  I  had  left  tliefe  gentlemen,  it  ftrock 
me  that  there  was  fomething  very  ■  extraordl'- 
nary  in  all  this,  I  could  as  little  comprehend 
their  earneftnefs  as  their  compliments. 

.  It  began  to  make,  me  uoeafy  left-  there 
fliould-  be  feme  thin^  more  in  it  than  I  was 
aware  of,  "  I  therefore  went  the  fame  after¬ 
noon  to  Mr.  Ranby  at  Cheifea.  and  told  him 
my  uneafinefs  and  apprehenfion,  left  any  im¬ 
proper  ufe  ftiould  be  made  of  what  I  had 
written.  I  told  him  that  as  I  difclaimed  all 
party,  and  had  no  conneftions  with  either^ 
I  Ihoud  be  very  forry  even  to  appear  to  be 
influenced,  Mr.  Ranby  affured  me  on  his 
honour  that  no  improper  life  fliould  be  made 
of  the  paper  ;  that  it  fhoiild  be  feen  only  by 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Lord  Rochford, 
and  that  he  Ihould  efteem  me  for  what  I  had 
done  as  long  as  he  lived.  Mr.  Bromfield, 
whom  I  found  at  Mr.  Ranby’s  at  Cheifea, 
promifed  me  the  fame  ;  and  told  me  that  he 
would  introduce  me  to  Lord  Rochford  the 
next  day,  that  I  might  have  the  fame  affur-r 
ances  from  his  Lordfhip. 

About  three  days  afterwards  Mr.  Brom- 
field  fent  to  me,  and  I  went  wuth  him  to 

Lord 
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Lord  Rochford’s.  His  Lordfliip  was  at  din¬ 
ner.  I  did  not  fee  Lord  Rochford,  but  Mr^ 
Bromfield  told  me,  that  his  Lordlhip  fent  his 
compliments  to  me  by  him,  with  alfurances, 
that  no  ufe  fhould  be  made  of  the  paper,  but 
w^hat  Meffieurs  Bromfifeld  and  Ranby  had 
before  engaged.  He  added  that  his  words 
were — I  might  be  very  eafy,  I  fliould  come 
into  no  fcrape. 

Very  foon  after  a  Report  was  Induftrioufly 
fpread,  that  I  had  altered  my  opinion,  and 
had  figned  a  pi\per  which  contradifted  my 
former  evidence.  It  was  llkewife  rumoured, 
that  the  court  of  Examiners  of  the  Surgeons 
Company  were  to  meet,  by  the  Secretary  of 
State’s  order,  to  give  their  judgment  con¬ 
cerning  the  death  of  Clarke,  and  my  evi¬ 
dence  and  abilities  in  my  profeffion^ 

In  confequence  of  this  report  I  waited  on 
Mr.  Bromfield  on  Saturday  the  25th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  told  him,  I  had  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  a  very  difingenuous  Ufe  had  been  made 
of  the  paper  I  figned.  He  faid  we  ought  not 
to  credit  reports,  and  that  no  fuch  thing  had 
been  done.  I  defired  to  know  whether  I 
might  credit  another  report,  of  the  meeting 
of  examining  furgeons,  at  their  Theatre  in 
the  Old-Bailey,  on  the  Monday  following  ? 
He  faid  it  was  very  true,  and  ihewed  me  the 
fummons  he  bad  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  State.  He  faid  he  muft  apply  to  Lord 
jRochford  for  the  paper  I  had  written,  in  or¬ 
der 
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dcr  to  lay  It  before  the  court  of  Examining 
Surgeons.  I  anfwered  him  it  was  unne-" 
ceHary,  as  L would  wait  on  the  court  myleif, 
that  they  might  examine  me,  if  he  would 
ple:^3fe  to  inform  me  at  what  hour  they  met. 
Which  he  did.  ’ 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  the  26th  of  Fe- 
•bruarv,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Raiibv,  and  deiired 
he  would  give  me  a  copy  of  the  paper  I  bad 
ligned,  which  he  agreed  to  do  ;  he  faid  he 
had  read  over  my  depolition  attheOld-Baik;/, 
very  attentively  ;  andw^ould  take  the  liberty 
of  a  friend  (begging  I  would  not  take  it 
amifs)  of  making  a  few  obfervations  on  It. 
He  faid  I  examined  for  the  contra- frafiore 
or  fiflure*  He  added  it  was  a  received  opi” 
nion,  and  had  been  handed  dowm  to  11s  from 
the  earlieft  writers  and  aflented  to  by  the 
moderns ;  but  gave  it  as  liis  opinion,  that  it 
never  had  been,  was,  or  would  be  found: ; 
and  alked  me  if  I  had  feen  it,  to  which  I 
anfwered,  I  had  not.  Yet,  could  not  forbear 
what  I  had  the  greateft  authority  to  juf- 
tify  my  fearch  after.  Mr.  Ranby  made  ufe 
of  the  fame  arguments,  with  every  author 
who  has  wTitten  on  this  fubjeft,  and  who 
has  denied  the  poffibility  of  a  contra  fiffure  or 
fraftiire  ;  frach  as  that  the  futures  were  wifely 
contrived  to  prevent  the  frafture  exceeding 
the  bounds  of  the  future,  &c.  Tho’  this 
remark  of  Mr.  Ranby  is  very  foreign  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Clarke,  I  w^ould  beg  leave  to 
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refer  him  to  the  very  ingenious  and  exten- 
five  Praftitioner  Mr,  Sharp ;  and  to  Mr. 
Adair  of  Argyle-Street,  who  islecond  to  none 
in  his  profeffion  :  They  both  affert  the  con¬ 
trary.  And  I  Will  venture  to  lay,  I  have 
now  a  patient,  Mr.  Stephenlbn,  who  has  a, 
contra  frafture.  He  proceeded  to  talk  of  the 
extravafation  between  the  dura  and  pia  mater> 
and  laid,  that  had  there  been  fiich  an  appear¬ 
ance  he  could  not  have  furvived  it  four  days. 

I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  if  Mr.  Ranby  can 
prefume  to  aicertain  the  exa^l  period  of  any 
man’s  life  after  fuch  an  accident  ?  He  defined 
to  know  if  I  had  not  wounded  the  dura  mater 
with  my  faw ;  I  anfwered,  that  had  it  hap- 
pened  it  could  not  affect  the  extravafation, 
as  the  half  of  the  cranium  was  fawed  off,  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  forehead,  and  the  extrava&tion 
was  immediately  under  the  wound  on  the 
'  fcalp  ;  and  the  blood  was  coagulated. 

'  At  Mr.  Ranby ’s  1  found  Mr.  Murphy, 
one  of  the  counfel  for  the  prifoners,  who, 
in  converfatloii  told  me,  that  the  realon  why 
the  counfel  alked  me  no  more  queftions  upon 
the  trial  was,  becaufe  the  cafe  was  too  clear, 
and  belides  they  did  not  know  but  fomething 
worfe  might  come  out. 

The  next  day,  Monday,  February  the 
27th  about  one  o’clock,  I  went  to  Surgeons- 
Hall,  andfent  in  my  name  with  my  compli¬ 
ments.  I  was  Ihewn  into  a  room ;  after 
waiting  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  I  was* 
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c^ihi  In.  I  will  give  what  paffed  to  the  beit 
of  my  recolleftion.  The  fecretary  read  over 
my  evidence  as  given  at  the  Old-Bailey  ;  I 
was,defired  to  be  attentive  to  it,  and  to  fav 

V 

if  I  objefted  to  any  thing  in  it.  It  was  a 
copy  from  the  Recorder’s  minutes  and  a  more 
juft  account  than  that  in  the  Seffions  Paper. 

I  then  was  Interrogated, 

^  Mr,  Pott.  On  what  part  of  the  head  was  the 
wound  ^ 

yi.  On  the  crown  of  the  head. 

^  What  do  you  mean  by  the  crown  of  the 
head  ? 

yf.  On  the  right  parietal  bone,  by  the  fagittal 
future. 

^  In  what  manner  did  you  take  off  the  fcalp  ? 

yf.  By  a  circular  incilion. 

-  ^  in  what  ftate  was  the  pericranium  ? 

yf.  Much  inflamed,  it  was  almoft  feparated 
from  the  cranium  for  about  two  inches  in  cir¬ 
cumference  under  the  wound. 

^  Mr,  Tounge,  Was  itintirely  feparated  ? 

A.  It  was  not  attached,  as  is  ufually  found  in 
healthy  fubje6Is,  but  feparated  from  the  cranium. 

^  Mr.  Poth,  What  do  you  mean  by  exam¬ 
ining  the  oppolite  part  ? 

A.  The  os  occipitis. 

^  Mr,  Cowell,  How  did  you  proceed  In 
opening  the  head  ? 

A.  After  railing  the  fcalp  and  pericranium, 
I  proceeded  to  open  the  head. 
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^  At  what  part  did  you  begin  to  faw  the 
cranium  ? 

A,  I  began  at  the  os  frontis  and  fawed  round 
the  head. 

^  Mr.  Bromfield.  Where  was  the  extrava- 
fated  blood  ? 

A.  Between  the  dura  and  pia  mater  oppohte  to 
or  under  the  wound. 

^  Adr.  Pott.  I  would  a^  you  two  queftions 
as  a  man  of  experience  and  an  artift.  In  what 
Itate  was  the  dura  mater  } 

A.  It  was  greatly  inflamed. 

^  What  the  whole  of  the  dura  mater } 

A.  There  was  a  general  inflammation  of  that 
membrane. 

^  Did  it  adhere  to  the  cranium 

A.  It  was  detached  from  the  cranium  for  a  con- 
liderable  fpace  round,  immediately  over  the 
extravafation. 

Air.  Hawkins.  What  quantity  of  extra- 
vafated  blood  do  you  fuppofe  there  was  } 

A.  ne^r  as  I  can  guefs,  above  half  an 
ounce. 

^  Mr.  Ranby.  The  extravafation,  you  fay, 
was  under  the  falx  ? 

A.  The  extravafation  was  to  the  right  of  the 
falx  of  the  dura  mater  ;  I  have  endeavoured  and 
will  endeavour  to  fpcak  in  as  clear  a  manner  as  I 
can.  I  would  be  properly  underflood  in  what  I 
mean  by  extravafated  blood.  I  mean,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  general  acceptation  of  the  word,  clot-- 
ted  blood.  Becaufe  if  we  refine  on  the  word  from 
its  derivation  from  extra  and  vas^  it  limply  means 
any  blood  efcaping  from  a  veflel. 

^  Mr.  Ranby.  I  told  Mr.  Foot  yeflerday 
when  we  had  fome  general  converfation  on  the 
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2iffa.ir,  that  \viier3i  there  was  extravafated  blood 
on  the  pia  maters  the  patient  would  not 
furvive  more  than  four  days. 

A.  I  do  not  imagine  that  any  one  can  afcertain 
whether  the  extravafatlon  happened  immediatelj' 
after  the  bl-owf  or  whether  it  was  in  confcquence 
of  the  inflammation  and  rupture  of  veflels  caufed 
by  tile  blow .  Nor  do  I  fuppofe  that  any  one 
can  determine  how  long  a  perfon  might  poflibJj 
live  under  either  of  thofe  circumftances, 

^  You  fay  the  pia  mater  was  inflamed  and 
ruptured.  Where  was  the  rupture  ? 

■  A.  At  the  anterior  part  of  the  right  hemifphere 
of  the  brain. 

After  this  examiiiadoii  I  was  defired  to 
read  oyer  the  copy  of  the  paper  i  had  given 
to  Meflrs.  Ranby  and  Brom field,  which  I 
did;  and  Meffrs.  Ranby,  Middleton,  and 
Bromfield  witiiefled  and  ligaed  it.  They 
then  returned  me  thanks  for  mj  voluntary 
attendance,  and  i  withdrew. 

On  the  Eleventh  of  March  came  out  His 
Majefty’s  Proclaination,  which  I  have  pre¬ 
fixed  to  this  appeal. 


To 

■'•V 


1 


(  37  ) 


To  THE  PUBLIC  ATLAPGE  I  fiiall  HOW 
beg  leave  to  make  a  fe%v  obfervations. 

1.  The  feparation  of  the  pericranium  and 
dura  mater  from  the  fcull,  and  the  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  membranes  and  furface  of  the 
brain,  and  the  extravafated  blood  found  be¬ 
tween  the  dura  and  pia  mater,  convinced  me 
that  the  blow  the  young  man  had  received, 
was  the  caufe  of  his  death ;  though  there 
was  no  appearance  of  fuppuration,  which 
probably  would  have  happened  had  he  lived 
longer. 

2.  It  is  no  uncommon  circumftance  in  In- 
juries  done  to  the  head,  for  the  patient  to  re¬ 
main  tolerably  well  for  feveral  days,  and  af¬ 
terwards  to  be  feized  with  fyniptoms  of  an 
opprefled  brain,  which  too  frequently  proves 
fatal ;  and  on  examining  the  heads  of  iuch 
people  after  death,  we  commonly  And  either 
extravafated  blood,  or  the  dura  and  pia  ma¬ 
ter,  and  the  brain  itfelf  inflamed  ;  or  a  fup¬ 
puration  ;  according  to  the  nature  of  the  in¬ 
jury,  and  the  length  of  time  the  patient  lived 
after  the  accident. 

3.  Wehave  undoubted  authority  for  num- 
berlefs  inftances  where  concuffions  of  the 
brain  from  external  violence  have  proved 
fatal,  though  upon  infpefting  the  head  no 
marks  of  violence  have  been  found.  The 
fcalp  has  appeared  found ;  the  bone  in  a 

healthy 
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healthy  ftatt  *,  the  meninges  cf  the  brain 
unhurt ;  and  even  the  brain  itfelfp  to  appear¬ 
ance,  undifturbed.  If  In  fuch  a  cafe  where 
there  were  not  appearances  to  juftify  my  de¬ 
termination,  and  where  mens  lives  were  at 
ftake,  I  had  freely  given  an  opinion,  I  then 
might  juftly  have  beeil  blamed,  and  too  well 
have  merited  the  cenfure  paiied  on  me,  But 
Mr.  Clarke’s  was  a  very  difterent  cafe. 
There  was  every  appearance  to  juftify  my 
opinion.  And  though  Mr.  Bromfield  and 
Mr.  Starling  may,  when  not  upon  their  oaths^ 
chufe  to  attribute  his  death  to  a  fever,  I  be¬ 
lieve  It  will  be  readily  allowed,  that  no  petv 
Ion  ever  died  without  a  fever,  after  having 
received  a  blow  upon  the  head  which  caufed 
an  inflammation  of  the  membranes  with  an 
oppreffion  of  the  brain.  That  the  deceafed 
had  fuch  inflammation  and  confequent  fever 
is  unqueftionable  ;  and  it  may  as  well  be  ad^ 
vanced  that  he  died  of  a  vomiting,  or  of  any 
other  concomitant  lymptom  which  had  its 
fource  from  the  fame  caufe— the  Blow. 

The  coroner’s  jury,  I  am  fure,  will  do  me 
the  juftice  to  fay,  that  I  took  the  utmoft 
pains  to  fhew  and  explain  to  them,  all  the 
appearances  in  the  head  which  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  :  Indeed  they  were  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  me  at  the  time,  that  they  unanimoufly 
gave  me  their  particular  thanks  for  my  be¬ 
haviour. 
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To  them  I  muft  llkewife  appeal,  for  the 
declaration  of  Mr.  Starling,  where  he  fays, 
he  thought  the  blow  was  certainly  the 
caufe  of  the  fever. 

Of  THE  Secretaby  OF  State  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  be  informed,  whether  his  rank  or 
his  office  can  give  him  a  right  to  injure  with 
impunity,  the  charafter  of  an  iinoflFending  in¬ 
dividual  ;  and  whether  he  imagines  that  any 
title  he  may  give  to  a  performance,  or  any 
name  he  may  prefix  to  it,  can  fariftify  wilful 
detraflilon,  or  make  a  libel  lefs  a  libel. 

though  it  is  not  in  the  SeJJions  Paper ^  I  lhall 
hot  ealiiy  forget  the  anfwer  of  Mr.  Juftice 
Gould  to  Mr.  Recorder  of  London,  who  on 
the  trial  of  Mac  Quirk,  whispered  an  ob- 
jeftion  to  fome  Part  of  the  evidence  being 
taken,  for  fear  it  fhould  affeft  Sir  W.  B. 
Proftor.  Mr.  Gould  anfwered  him  aloud, 
that  if  Mr.  Recorder  had  any  objeifion  to 
make,  he  muft  make  It  aloud  ;  That  for  his 
own  part  he  was  forbearing  all  the  evidence. 
Whoever  might  be  affefted  by  it ;  for,  added 
he,  nobly,  we  are  all  equally  the  fubjeBs  of 
the  fame  gracious  King— We  are  all  equally 
protested  by  the  fame  wholefome  laws'^ 

If  this  is  true  (as  I  moft  fincerely  believe 
the  worthy  Judge  wiflies  It  to  be)  there 
muft  then  furely  be  an  equal  remedy  for  him 
that  Is  libelled,  whether  it  be  done  by  a  po¬ 
pular 
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pillar  writer  or  a  ftate  fecretary.  In  the  Ga» 
zettee^  or  the  Gazette. 

I  Ihoiild  be  glad  to  be  informed^  whether 
the  Secretary  of  State  knows, ,  that  by  our 
laws  not  one  fingle  Surgeort  can  be  admitted 
in  a  jury  on  a  trial  for  murder ;  and  whether 
it  was  for  that  reafon,  and  to  (hew  his  rever¬ 
ence  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  thatlie  chofe 
a  jury  of  Snrgeofis  only^  to  over- rule  the  de¬ 
termination  of  three  common  legal  juries^ 

1  Ihould  be  glad  to  be  informed  fay  what 
ftrange  means  the  faculty  have  fo  ingratiated 
themfeives  lately  with  the  Secretary  of  State ^ 
that  they  are  not  only  the  foie,  perfons  appoint¬ 
ed  and  deemed  competent  to  lit  as  fudges  and 
jurvj  but  they  are  iikewife  thought  the  only 
perfons  fit  to  be  examined  as  evidence  ;  for 
the  command  to  the  Surgeons  was  to  examine 
only  Mr.  Bromfield,  Surgeon^  Mr.  Footj 
SurgeoUj  and  Mr.  Starling,  Apothecary^  . 

1  Ihould  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether 
the  Secretary^  face  will  not  glow  whilft  he 
reads  this  Appeal ;  and  re-confiders  the  mea- 
fures  he  has  taken  to  deftroy  me  and  my 
evidence,  and  overthrow  my  teftimony.  Ten 
men  who  never  faw  the  body,  were  to  exa¬ 
mine  whom  ?— Mr.  Bromfield,  who  will  not 
dare  to  fay  he  can  give  any  evidence  about  it,. 
And  Mr,  Starling,  who  in  his  depofition  taken 
before  the  coroner,  has  fworn  and  figned, 
that  what  was  the  cause  of  the  fever  he 
cannot  say.”  What  then  was.  he  called  to 
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'?AY  before  the  examining  Surgeons?  What 
he  THOUGHT  ?  When  he  was  on  his  oath 
before  the  coroner  he  thought  that  cer¬ 
tainly  the  BLOW  zvas  the  cause  of  the  fever. 

I  fliould  be  glad  to  be  informed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State ^  whether  any  meafures 
have  been  taken  to  invalidate  the  teftimony 
of  the  other  witnelies  alfo  on  the  trial,  who 
fv/ore  to  the  aftivity  of  Mac  Quirk  In  the 
riot  ;  particiilarlv  that  of  Mr.  Clay,  the 
H i gh -  Co }f table  ?  Whether  it  has  appeared  by 
any  fyinptoms  or  furgeons^  that  the  High 
Conffable’s  difabled  arm  was  not  hurt  by 
Mac  Quirk’s  bludgeon,  but  difordered  by 
fome  fudden  cramp.  And  I  am  particularly 
curious  to  know,  whether  fuch  an  attack  on 
a  High-Confable^  at  an  EleBlon^  ever  before 
entitled  a  Murderer  to  a  FREE  pardon^  with¬ 
out  any  condition  zvhatfoever  ;  and  that  too 
antic  ip  ate  dhj  bail,  that  he  might  have  the 
lingular  and  decent  triumph  of  leaving  be¬ 
hind  him  in  Newgate,  the  gallant  gentleman, 
who,  at  the  apparent  iTfque  of  his  life,  had 
brought  the  offender  to  juftice. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  improperly  faid, 
that  the  only  perfon  called  to  prove  that  the 
death  of  the  faid  George  Clarke  was  occafoned 
by  the  blow^  was  John  Foot^  SurgeonF — - 
What  was  the  evidence  of  the  two  Beales  ? 

It  is  given  as  a  reafon  for  what  has  been 
done,  that  neither  Mr-  Bromfield  nor  Mr, 
Starling  were  produced  as  witneffes  upon  the 
trialP'  I  will  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
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that  Mr.  Brom field  had  no  evidence  to  odv'e ; 
and  Mr.  Starling  was  examined  before  the 
coroner’s  j'ury,  who  not  only  heard  nothing 
from  him  to  prevent  their  bringing  in  their 
verdid:  IVtlfui  Murder  \  but  cn  the  contrary 
were  led  to  it  by  his  atteliation  that  he  thought 
the  Bhovewas  the  of  the  fever,''  Hhoiild 

be  glad  to  know  if  fecreta^y  off  ate  has  any 
reafon  to  fuppofe  his  evidence  would,  or  o’  ght 
to  have  had  a  different  effect  on  the  Jury  at 
the  Old-Bailey e 

It  is  mentioned  as  an  invalidation  of  my 
teftimony,  that  I  never  faw  the  dec  e  a  fed  till 
after  his  deaths  I  fhould  wifli  the  Secretary 
of  State  would  confiilt  all  former  trials  lof 
murder  ;  he  will  find  that  it  feldom  happens 
otherwife  ;  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  could  not  be 
avoided,  for  Mr.  Bromfield  the  Surge cii, 
who  attended  him  before  his  death,  (If  in¬ 
deed  Mr,  Bromfield  will  call  his  iingie  viiit, 
without  examining  the  patient,  attending 
him)  declined  coming  either  to  the  coroner’s 
jury,  the  grand  jury,  or  the  Oid-Bailey.  I 
ihouid  wifh  the  Secretary  to  confider  the  na¬ 
ture  of  my  evidence  ;  it  reported  only  the 
appearances  of  the  head  which  I  opened. 
Were  they  changed  becaufe  I  had  not  feen 
the  deceafed  till  after  his  death  ?"  Or  could 
Mr.  Bromfield  and  Mr.  Starling  have  given 
a  better  account  of  thefe  appearances  who 
nevepexamined  the  head  at  all,  dead  or  alive  ? 

Had  this  ingenious  objection  been  difeo- 
vered  fooiierj  what  a  number  of  executions 

would 
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would  have  been  prevented  !  And  howeafily 
ma^a  murdercr  now  efcape,only  by  taking  care 
to  give  fo  decifive  a  blow,  that  no  Surgeon 
may  fee  the  murdered  perfon  “  tiil  after  his 
deaths 

Had  the  Secret av’^  at  JV :ir  known  the  force 
of  this  argument  when  Macleane  was  tried  for 
the  murder  of  Allen  in  St.  George’s  Fields, 
it  would  have  prevented  a  great  deal  of  trou¬ 
ble,  and  done  no  difhonour  to  owr  judicial 
proceed  ngs ;  for  it  would  not  then  have- 
been  necelf  iry  to  have  procured  a  number  of 
common  foldiers  to  fwear  that  they  heard' 
anrtber  .foldier  fay^  that  he  killed  Allen  by 
ac^'r^ent^  in  order  to  fet  alide  four  politive 
evidence  to  the  manner  and  premeditation  of 
the  (hooting,  and  two  politive  evidence  to  the 
perfon  of  Macleane  who  fhot.  Macleane  might 
have  been  ftill  more  honourably  acquitted,  for 
there  was  but  one  Surgeon  produced  to  prove 
that  Alien  died  of  the  fhot,  and  he  too 

never  [aw  the  deceafed  till  after  his  death  ” 

I  beg  leave  humbly  to  in  treat  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  give  to  the  public  ^Hhe  report  of 
the  Recorder  of  the  City  of  London  of  the  evL 
derce  given  by  Richard  and  IVilliajn  Beale 
which  is  infnuated  to  be  another  reafon  for 
convening  the  examining  furgeons,  I  wifh  to 
have  that  report  made  public,  that  we  may  be 
all  in  the  fame  fituation ;  and  that  the  charac^- 
ter  of  every  man  who  was  an  evidence  on  the 
fide  of  the  profeciition  may  firlFer together. 

The 


The  Court  of  Examinees  of  the 
Surgeons’  Company,  confifts  of  the  foU 
lowing  gentlemen, — --Melirs.  Cowell,  Ranby,- 
Middleton,  C^far  Hawkins,  Crane^  Pott, 
Gregory,  Fiillager,  Robert  Young,  and 
Bromfield. 

Of  the  fentiments  of  thefe  gentlemen  we 
hitherto  know  nothing  but  from  the  procla¬ 
mation  :  and  that  only  tells  us— did 
NOT  appear  to  them  that  he  did.”— 

Unlefs  the  Secretary  of  fhall  •  fwear 
to  it,  I'  will  not  believe  that  this  ambiguous^ 
oracular  fentenee  was  the  whole  anfwer  they 
returned.  I  am  well  affured  that  there  are 
aniongft  them  thofe  whofe  truth  and  honour 
would  incline  them  to  [peak  plain. 

Of  them  1  requeft,  the  public  expefts,  and 
their  ovm  charafters  demand  to  give  a  full 
and  clear  account  of  the  lhare  they  had  in 
this  ftrange  tranfaftion. 

It  will  then  be  known  whether  any  thing 
and  what  AW  appear  to  them  :  for  atprefent 
it  is  left  quite  in  the  dark.  I  will  however 
mention  feme  few  things  wEich  I  think  muft 
appear  pretty  plain  to  them. 

The  wEole  of  this  proceeding  m.M9i  appear 
to  them  very  extraordinary.  It  muft  appear 
to  them  that  tho’  they  were  commanded  to 
take  examination P""  and  might  chufe  to  obey 
focli  command^  they  had  however  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  command  or  to  fubpoena  others  to  at¬ 
tend. 


(  45  ) 

tend.  It  muft  aHear  to  them  that  I  attended 

^  .1 

volunfaruy^  iiniollicited,  and  tven  with¬ 
out  notice^  it  not  feerning  to  have  been  the 
wifh  of  Mr.  Bromfield  that  I  flhould  attend, 
both  from  his  forbearing  to  give  me  fuch 
notice,  and  from  his  telling  me  that  he 
miiit  apply  to  Lord  Rochford  for  the  paper 
I  had  written,  in  order  to  lay  it  before  the 
court  of  Examining  Surgeons.”  I  think  it 
mvSi  appear  to  them,  that  I  am  not  capable 
of  having  mif-rcported  the  appearances  of 
the  head,  either  thro’  ignorance  or  wicked** 
nefs.  I  :  mufr  appear  to  them,  that  my  con- 
clufion  is  juftified  by  their  own  experience, 
and  by  every  chirurgical  author  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  both  ancient  and  modern  ;  particularly 
by  one  of  their  own  body,  Mr.  Pott,  inhis? 
Obfervations  on  the  nature  and  conjequences  of 
ihofe  injuries  to  which  the  head  is  liable  from 
external  violence.  It  muft  appear  to  them, 
that  my  character  and  reputation  were  in¬ 
tended  by  Mr.  Bromfield,  to  be  made  a 
crifice  to  the  fafety  of  the  perfon  or  pcrfons 
who  hired  Mac  Quirk  and  the  other  rioters 
at  Brentford. 


Of  Mr.  Bromfield  I  would  afk,  fincc 
the  doubt  arofe  in  the  Royal  Breaf  from  his 
reprefentationj^  Whether  any  doubt  about 
the  caufe  of  Clarke’s  death  has  yet  arlfen  in 
his  ovjn  mind  ?  When  Mr.  Bromfield  un¬ 
dertook 
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dertook  the  care  of  Clarke^  did  he  fuppoie 
Iiimfeif  called  in  as  zPhyJicwn  or  as  a  Surgeon  f 
This  queftion  is  more  particularly  pertinent, 
becaufe  it  does  not  appear  that  he  difcharged 
the  duty  of  either  :  certainly  not  cf  the  [ur^ 
geon  ;  for  he  did  not  even  look  at  the  wound  : 
in  direft  oppofition  to  the  father  of  phyfic, 
whofe  axiom  it  is — -Nullimi  vulnTjs  capitis 
contefnnendum. 

Mr.  Bromheld  fa  id  he  would  not  come 
himfelf  nor  fend  any  of  his  people  to  examine- 
the  dead  body  ;  but  endeavoured  to  permade 
Mrs/ Talbot,  the  aunt,  to  have  him  buried 
without  'Examination^  or  the  coroner  s  inqui’- 
Jitlon  ;  and  he  gave  this  advice,  he  f aid ^  out 
of  friendfhip  to  her^  becaufe  it  would  be* 
very  expenjive  to  her  otherwife :  Will  Mr. 
Bromfield  pleafe  to  explain  this  conduQ  and 
his  earneitoefs  to  conceal  the  caiife  of  Clarke’s  , 
death  ? 

When  Mrs.  Talbot  could  not  be  diffuaded 
from  calling  in  the  coroner,  why  did  not 
Mr.  Bromfield  attend  his  inquilition  ?  Why 
did  he  fuppofe  it  w’-ould  be  expen  five  to^the 
aunt  ?  Why  did  he  think  it  would  be  an 
Old- Bailey  hujinefs  f 

When  Balfe  and  Mac  Quirk  were  tried  for 
the  murder,  Why  did  he  not  appear  as  an 
evidence  at  the  Old- Bailey  ? 

What  does  Mr.  Bromfield  fuppofe  to  have 
been  the  caufe  of  Clarke’s  death  ?  Will  he 
even  now  declare,  on  his  oath^  his  opinion 

that 
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that  Clarke  did  not  die  qf  the  Blow  he  rsr 
celved  at  Brentford  Will  he  give  his 
reafons  for  fjch  an  opinion  ? 

When  did  Mr.  Bromfield  firft  think  that 
the  blovr  was  not  the  caufe  of  his  death  ? 
When  did  he  hr  ft  make  this  reprefentation 
to  his  M  jeft y  ?  Balfe  and  Mac  Quirk  were 
not  tried  till  January  14,  a  full  after 

Clarke’s  death.  They  were  immediately 
refpited.  Ic  was  on  the  3d  of  February,  full 
/even  weeks  after  Clarke’s  death,  that  Mr. 
Bromficld  firft:  talked  to  me  of  it ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  at  that  time  ;  For  he  then  faid, 
he  fuppcfed  the  Apothecary  to  have  com-> 
■niitted  an  error^  In  treating  a  concussion  of 
THE  BRAIN  like  a  nervous  fever. 

Why  were  Mr.  Bromfieid  and  Mr.  Ranby 
fo  earneft  to  get  that  paper  of  me  ?  Why  did 
they  think  it  would  be  ufeful  to  the  prifon- 
ers  ?  Why  wa-  it  carried  to  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  and  Lord  Rochford  ?  If  Clarke  did 
not  die  of  the  blow^  how  did  it  even  dijjantly 
affedi  the  prifoners  whether  proper  care  had 
or  had  not  been  taken  of  him  ?  It  has  been 
induftrioufly  reported,  that  this  paper  contra¬ 
dicted  my  former  evidence ;  the  public  will 
now  have  feen,  that  on  the  contrary  it  con¬ 
firms  it,  however  infidioufly  and  artfully  it 
was  procured  from  me ;  for  it  fays,  that 
Clarke  might  probably  have  recovered  if 
TROPER  and  EARLY  care  had  been  taken” 
Of  What  ?  “  cf  the  head  I  examine dd""'  It  at^ 

tributes 
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tributes  therefore  his  death  to  the  conciijjion 
of  the  hr  am. 

It  was  not  mv  duty  or  my  office  to  repre- 
,feiit  to  Mr.  Bromfield,  or  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  the  want  of  proper  care  being 
taken  of  a  Man,  either  thro’  the  poverty,  the 
ignorance,  the  folly,  or  the  negletff  of  him 
that  is  wounded,  will  not,  and  ought  not  to 
acquit  the  murderer  ;  efpecially  where  death 
fo  quickly  eiifiies ;  where  the  fiiccefs  of  that 
care  is  uncertain  ;  and  where  the  weapon 
ufed  to  give  the  blow  w^as  deadly.  This 
confideration  belongs  to  thcfc-  who  are  tied 
by  oath  and  by  office  to  adminifter  equal 
juftice  to  the  people  ;  into  whofe  hands  the 
power  of  reward  and  punifliment  is  intrufted, 
not  partially  to  gratify  their  own  inclination, 
their  pride,  or  their  refentmeng  buty^^  and 
confciencmfly  to  apply  them  as  reftraints  from 
bad,  and  encouragements  to  good  aftions. 

For  my  own  part  as  a  private  Iv dividual., 
without  the  mean  folicitation  and  compli¬ 
ments  of  Meffrs.  Bromfield  and  Ranby,  and 
without  the  life  of  fuch  names  as  Grafton  and 
Rochford.,  I  fhoiild  always  have  been  ready 
to  declare  any  truth  that  might  be  ufeful  to 
fave  the  life  of  a  fellow  creature,  tho’  guilty  ; 
but  farther  I  dare  not  go.  And  I  believe 
every  indifferent  man  of  my  profeffion  will 
allow  that  when  I  faid  ^  ^  in  all  p  rob  ability  he 
would  have  recovered^'*  My  humanity 
carried  me  as  far  as  Pericles’  friendship- — 
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— ufque  ad  dras.  Mr.  Bromfield  muft  forgive 
^ne  if  I  leave  him  there. 

^  Will  Mr.  Bromfield  declare  fiiithfully 
upon  oath  his  true  motive  for  this  conduft  ? 
Will  he  tell  us  all  the  fteps  he  took  through 
the  whole,  and  all  the  perfons  with  whom 
he  conferred  on  this  affiiir  ? 

The  employment  Mr.  Bromfield  holds  un* 
der  his  Majefty, — the  Queen, — and  the  Rrin- 
cefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  do  not  give  him  the 
privilege  of  a  peer  to  declare  upon  his  honour^ 
nor  the  more  honourable  exemption  of  a 
quaker,  to  be  believed  on  his  affirmation.  On 
the  contrary,  they  make  it  ftill  more  necef- 
fary  that  he  Ihould  fo  far  place  himfelf  on 
a  level  with  me,  as  to  anfwer  the  queftions 
f  have  put  to  him — on  Oath  ;  that  fo  his 
opinion  and  his  evidence  may  come  to  the 
public  with  the  fame  fanftion  with  which 
mine  has  been  given* 


Of  Mr.  Starling  I  would  afk,  If  he 
thought  Mr.  Clarke’s  only  or  primary  dif- 
order  was  a  fever ^  Why  he  called  in  a 
Surgeon  rather  than  a  Phyjtcian  ?  I  delire  to 
know  how  Mr.  Starling  treatedClarke’s  cafe 
the  very  Ihort  time  he  attended  him  ?  If  he 
does  not  know  the  difference  betwen  dying 
WITH  a  fever,  and  of  a  fever  ?  If  Mr.  Starl¬ 
ing  changed  his  mind  after  having  sworn 
that  he  could  not  say  what  was  the  cause 
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of  the  fever  ;  bat  thought  the  blow 
certainly  the  ‘cause  of  !the  fever  ;  I  would 
aik  the  reafons  for  Inch  change  ?  If  he  has 
not  changed  his  cpiiiion,  how  could  he  fign 
a  paper  declaring  that  Clarke  died  of  a  fever  ? 
Did  he  ever  fign  fuch  a  paper  ?  What  are  the 
whole  contents  of  the  paper  fo  figned  by  him  ? 
When  did  he  fign  it?  At  whole  requeft  ? 
When,  and  for  what  prirpofe  did  he  make  to 
hIsMajefty  the  reprefentation  mentioned  in  the 
proclamation  ?  By  what  means,  and  at  wdiofe 
Solicitation  did  he  convey  his  opinion  to  his 
Majefly  ? 

Will  he  now  give  upon  oath  his  opinion 
tiiat  Clarke  did  not  die  of  the  blow  he  rr- 
caved  at  Brentfordd^  in  direct  contradiftion 
to  his  two  former  declarations  iipon  oath  f 
Will  he  at  the  fame  time  give  his  reafons 
for  that  opinion  ?  Why  did  not  Mr.  Starling 
give  evidence  at  the  Old  Bailey  ? 

As  Mr.  of imow  when  give  nzipon 

Oath^  agreed  fo  perfe<9:iy  with  mine,  I  mil  ft 
defire  him  once  more  to  anfwer  thefe  qiiefti- 
0113  upon  oath  ;  tho’  it  is  faid  he  has  differed 
with  himfelf  and  me  fince  that  time,  perhaps 
\yhen  he  comes  upon  his  oath  again,  we 
may  again  agree,. 
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I  have  now  done  alking  queftions,  and  If 
the  fnbjeft  of  this  appeal  related  only  to  my- 
felf,  I  fhonld  not  cxpcft  either  notice  or 
anhver.  The  charafter  of  an  Individual  how¬ 
ever  flagrantly  Injured,  Is  not  of  confequencc 
enough  to  attraft  the  attention,  or  intereft 
the  paffions  of  the  public. 

The  looietile  or  mortar  which  the  wind 
blows  do^vn  from  a  houfe  Is  neither  heard 
nor  regarded  by  the  bufy  or  heedlefs  tenants 
within.  But  a  repetition  of  murder  encour¬ 
aged  and  rewarded.  An  open  avowal  of 
the  violation  of  the  deareft  and  moft  impor¬ 
tant  rights  of  the  fubjeft.  The  withdraw¬ 
ing  the  proteftion  of  the  laws ;  and  inftead 
of  DEFENCE  for  whIch  alone  they  were  or¬ 
dained,  making  them  only  ferve  the  purpofe 
of  OFFENCE,  which  alone  they  were  intended 
to  prevent. 

The  reducing  a  free  people  to  the  moft 
abjeft  and  melancholy  ftate  of  flavery,  that 
of  living  under  laws  which  whilft  they  pu- 
nifli  do  not  proteft. 

This  would  be  fuch  a  manifeft  breach  of 
every  tie  and  contraft,  fuch  a  fundamental 
deftruftlon  and  dlflTolutlon  of  the  whole 
political  building,  as  could  not  fail  to  be  both 
heard  and  felt  by  every  Inhabitant  of  that 
unfortunate  country,  where  fuch  a  calamity 
fhould  happen. 

Holks-Street^  Cavendijh-  JOHN  FOOT. 
Square^  Marchy  27,  1 769. 
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